
10. Meekness in the Crucible (3Q 2022—In the Crucible With Christ) 

 

Biblical material: Exod. 32:1-14, Ps. 62:1-8, Ezek. 24:15-27, Matt. 5:43-48, 1 Pet. 2:18-25. 

 

Quotes 

• The English are mentioned in the Bible: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 

the earth. Mark Twain 

• It’s going to be fun to watch and see how long the meek can keep the earth once 

they inherit it. Kin Hubbard 

• Meekness: Uncommon patience in planning a revenge that is worth while. 

Ambrose Bierce 

• The meek shall inherit the earth? Well... I don’t think so. If by meek you mean friendly 

and introverted, okay maybe, but if by meek you mean unwilling to take a chance, then 

never. If I was a betting man and I had to wager on who I thought would inherit the 

earth, my money would be on the curious. Jim Coudal 

• God has two dwellings; one in heaven, and the other in a meek and thankful heart. 

Izaak    Walton 

• Men sometimes speak as if humility and meekness would rob us of what is noble and 

bold and manlike. O that all would believe that this is the nobility of the kingdom of 

heaven, that this is the royal spirit that the King of heaven displayed, that this is 

Godlike, to humble oneself, to become the servant of all! Andrew Murray 

 

Questions 

How do we demonstrate meekness? What of “pretentious piety”? Is it right simply to be 

uncomplaining, or should we follow Job’s example and protest? How are we changed? Why 

should we value meekness as a quality—and how do we share this with others? What of our own 

individuality—the power to think and to do? What is God trying to achieve? 

 

Bible summary 

 Exod. 32:1-14 is the story of the golden calf. Our salvation is from the Lord (Ps. 62:1-8). 

In Ezek. 24:15-27 God tells the prophet not to mourn the death of his wife. Jesus tells  the people 

in his Sermon on the Mount to love their enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). We should follow the example 

of Christ in our suffering (1 Pet. 2:18-25). 

 

Comment 

Again the problem with the crucible illustration is that whatever is being subjected to 

the fire has no choice. We however are beings of choice, and we can jump out of the frying pan 

into the fire, to mix metaphors! So what do we mean about being meek in the crucible? Is it 

simply passivity? Or is it something far more active? 

In David Copperfield by Charles Dickens, the character Uriah Heep is proud that he is 

so “’umble”! Can we take pride in our humility, be conceited in our meekness? What are we 

truly looking for, and how is it best achieved? 

 When it comes to meekness, a good example of the repentance and humility needed is in 

David’s Psalm 51. What God wants is: a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart. There it is, 

spelled out for us. Not very pleasant, is it? God wants us, not in all the perfection we think we are, 

but he wants us  broken. Would you want broken, damaged goods? Hardly! If you went down the 



market and were offered broken plates and cups and saucers, would you buy them? But it seems 

that’s what God wants? Why? 

Because if we admit how we are, broken and destroyed by sin, then God will not reject us, 

rather he can help us. If we come with spiritual pride, then he can’t do anything for us. Of 

ourselves we come like the Pharisees with the filthy rags of our own righteousness, and think 

we are fine when we need to see ourselves as we really are: poor, broken, defective people. 

How does God deal with broken hearts? He gives us new ones. A heart of flesh instead of 

a heart of stone. A new spirit of loving trust instead of broken rebellion. A heart that is true 

instead of a heart that is false. 

God is not interested in fixing the old. He wants to make us new. Our old selves are to be 

renewed. God has to remake us in his image, not polish up the old image. God can only really 

help us and heal us if we are broken. That’s why it’s so painful. We are broken and need to 

recognize this. God doesn’t come along with his hammer to smash us up. But as we fall and as we 

break, as we see ourselves as weak broken people, then he can take away those broken shards of 

sin that cut us and wound us, and give us living, loving trustworthy hearts. 

Beyond such tragic experiences, we are called to live day by day in meekness, not 

looking to take advantage of others or to misuse our power. As we see to be kind to everyone, 

we represent the God we love, who is always concerned for “the other,” and in fact runs his 

universe that way.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

But while we urge upon you meekness and lowliness of heart, let no one imagine that 

the acquirement of this grace demands that you should be coarse and uncultivated. The religion 

of Christ never degrades the receiver. It refines and ennobles the character. We should study 

carefully lest we cultivate some trait of character that is unlike the divine Pattern, and not in 

harmony with the blessed will of God. Just as soon as there is the diligent study of the Bible 

that there should be, we shall not fail of noting a marked difference in the characters of the 

people of God. We shall say from the heart, “The things I once loved, I now hate; and the things 

I once hated, I now love.” {RH, April 9, 1889} 

 Some of the precious seed may find a place in the heart, but in order to have spiritual 

discernment to distinguish the thorns from the pure grain, the soul must receive the word with 

meekness. When those who have but a partial knowledge of the truth, are called upon to study 

some point that cuts across their preconceived opinions, they are confused. Their preconceived 

opinions are as thorns that choke the word of God, and when truth is sown, and it becomes 

necessary to root up the thorns to give it place, they feel that everything is going from them, and 

they are in trouble. There are many who have but an imperfect understanding of the character of 

God. They think of him as stern and arbitrary, and when the fact is presented that God is love, it 

is a difficult matter for these souls to lay aside their false conceptions of God. But if they do not 

let the word of truth in, rooting out the thorns, the briers will start up afresh, and choke out the 

good word of God; their religious experience will be dwarfed, for the evil of their hearts will 

overtop the tender plant of truth, and shut away the spiritual atmosphere.  {RH, June 21, 1892 

par. 3}   

 Christ came to the world to bring back the character of God to man, and to retrace on the 

human soul the divine image… The world's Redeemer had a greater than angelic nature; yet 

united with his divine majesty were meekness and humility that attracted all to himself. {RH, 

April 14, 1896 par. 2} 
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