
9. A City Called Confusion (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 17:1, 2, 15; Rev. 18:1–4; Rev. 17:4–6; Matt. 16:18; Jer. 50:33–38; Ps. 

115:4–8. 

 

Quotes 

• Babylon is everywhere. You have wrong and you have right. Wrong is what we call 

Babylon, wrong things. That is what Babylon is to me. I could have born in England, I 

could have born in America, it make no difference where me born, because there is Babylon 

everywhere. Bob Marley 

• What will it avail you to cease living in Babylon if you do not also cease living on 

Babylon? Vincent McNabb 

• The fall of Babylon and the end times are key factors in the Old and New Testament. As 

Christians, we should not overlook their prominence, however we cannot be consumed by 

details of their fulfillment. We do not know when Jesus will return and conquer the evil 

“Babylon” of our world. The only focus should be on living a life that consistently turns 

away from sin, honors God, and shows kindness to others. This will keep us from 

worshipping the idol of our own self-sufficiency and greatness. Leah Lively 

• The church that will lead this second Babylon has a long history and is responsible for the 

martyrdom of apostles, prophets and saints (Revelation 18:20, 24). The name Babylon is 

not its actual name. The name symbolizes the confusion of this system in contrast to what 

Jesus Christ taught and established in His Church. Jim Haeffele 

• Popular culture is the new Babylon, into which so much art and intellect now flow. Camille 

Paglia 

• New York... Babylon-on-the-Hudson, sinful, extravagant, full of the nervous hilarity of the 

doomed. Lucius Beebe 

 

Questions 

 What is the reason for focusing on Babylon? What does this “great city” mean to us today? 

What are the main characteristics of Babylon, and what do we learn from this? Why are God’s 

people living in Babylon in the first place that they need to be called out from there? Why does 

Babylon fall? How does this fit into the great controversy and its fundamental issues? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 17 describes Babylon the prostitute. Rev. 18 calls on God’s people to leave Babylon. In 

Matt. 16:18 Jesus speaks to Peter, and then says he will build the church on “this rock.” The Lord 

promises to attack Babylon (Jer. 50:33–38). Ps. 115:4–8 points out the foolishness of worshipping 

inanimate idols. 

 

Comment 

The Babylonians were great astrologers. They were using the stars to predict events, to advise 

their kings on the right time for battles, to worship these heathen gods. The Babylonians were the 

ones who gave us the system of counting based on the number 12. That’s why they divided the sky 

into 12 sections. And incidentally that’s why we have 12 months in the year, or a dozen eggs, or 

measure the day in periods of 12 hours. The Zodiac and the signs given come from Babylonia, 

passed on through the priests of Egypt and then through the conquering Greeks and Romans. Its 

base is heathen religion—worshiping, interpreting, and deciding the will of the gods.  

All those clever Babylonians who were deceived into thinking they had got it all worked out! 

The astrological system that they began was and always has been based on evil, reflecting the gods 

of heathenism full of violence, lust hatred and war. This is the Devil’s device, a substitute religion 

that replaces trust in God. 



God prophesies against Babylon, for example in Isaiah 47. “Your wisdom and knowledge 

seduced you, and you told yourself, ‘I am supreme—there’s nobody besides me.’ Evil is going to 

strike you, and you won’t be able to magic it away. Disaster will fall on you that you can’t stop by 

paying a ransom. Destruction will suddenly hit you that you weren’t expecting. (vv. 10,11). 

God condemns these false prophets, these mind-deceiving astrologers: “All the advice you’ve 

received has worn you out! Where are your astrologers, those who look to the stars for guidance, 

who give you their predictions every month? Let them stand up and save you from what’’s coming 

down on you!” (v.13). Let’s see if they can really help you. No, they cannot even save themselves!  

Babylon is the one who gave the nations false, intoxicating religion. It is symbolic of all false 

religions and the problem centers on misrepresenting God and his nature. The great Christian 

tragedy is that this also happened to the Christian church: in time the wonderful truths about God 

and his character revealed by Jesus were swept away and a pagan system put in its place that 

emphasized ritual and compliance.  

The imagery of Revelation 18 is given to reassure us that Satan’s false system will eventually 

be destroyed. This is not through the imposition of power as this would be counter to the whole of 

the great controversy. Jesus in his life and death showed God’s real response to the attacks on his 

character and misrepresentation of what he truly wants. God’s highest principle is freedom, and he 

is not about to impose himself on anyone. However there is coming a time when God will allow the 

bad choices of sin to be worked through—the consequences will be both seen and experienced. 

This is the message of the fall of Babylon and the punishment of the prostitute. 

The choice is not “Do as I say, or else!” It is a plea from God’s heart of love that refuses to 

interfere with our freedom to choose, saying “Look at the evidence. Believe what I tell you, because 

you can see that it is proved true. Come to me and find healing from sin, comfort for your pain, and 

an eternal life together with me. Come: for if you don’t, I can’t help you, and tragically you will 

experience what sin does to you: utter self-destruction.”  

God’s principles of government are based on these fundamental concepts of choice and free will, 

of selflessness and love for the other. God intends to liberate us from our selfishness and to change us 

into the kind of people who are safe to have in his selfless universe. He wants to give us the freedom 

to choose what is good and true and right, instead of being enslaved by our sinful human nature. This 

is true freedom, for in our current state we have a bent towards evil. We think we are free, but only 

God can set us free! This is freedom that lasts forever, freedom that is restricted only by our 

choosing; recognizing that the way chosen by Lucifer can never lead to true happiness and individual 

fulfillment. We remain free to choose for eternity—but we will never choose the ill for we know 

where that leads. That’s the reason for the current experience: this is the evidence that keeps the 

universe safe forever.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work "with all power and 

signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;" and they that "received 

not the love of the truth, that they might be saved," will be left to receive "strong delusion, that they 

should believe a lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not until this condition shall be reached, and the 

union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom, will the 

fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of 

Revelation 14:8 is yet future. Notwithstanding the spiritual darkness and alienation from God that 

exist in the churches which constitute Babylon, the great body of Christ's true followers are still to 

be found in their communion. {FLB 285.4} 

The term Babylon, derived from Babel, and signifying confusion, is applied in Scripture to the 

various forms of false or apostate religion… Religious faith appears so confused and discordant 

that the world know not what to believe as truth. God is not in all this; it is the work of man,--the 

work of Satan.  {4SP 232.2} 
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