
6. The Hour of His Judgment (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Daniel 8, Daniel 9, Ezra 7, Matt. 3:13–17, Rom. 5:6–9, Mark 15:38, Lev. 16:16; 

Rom. 13:11, 12. 

 

Quotes 

• It is important to notice that the central issue in all these scriptures concerned with the work 

of judgment is the justification and vindication of God, not of man. The great concern is 

that God is declared righteous. Only as this becomes true can the saints be proclaimed 

righteous. It is the vindication of God and His throne that alone guarantees the triumph and 

vindication of the believer. E. Heppenstall 

• Having then this hope, let our souls be bound to Him who is faithful in His promises, and 

just in His judgments. Clement of Rome 

• The Lord will judge the world without partiality. Each will receive as he has done. If he is 

righteous, his righteousness will precede him; if he is wicked, the reward of wickedness is 

before him. Take heed, lest resting in our ease, as those who are called, we should fall 

asleep in our sins, and the wicked prince should acquire power over us and thrust us away 

from the kingdom of the Lord. Pseudo-Barnabas 

• If then we entreat the Lord to forgive us, we ought also ourselves to forgive. For we are 

before the eyes of our Lord and God, and “we must all appear at the judgment seat of 

Christ, and each one must give an account of himself.” Polycarp 

• I am less blindly confident than I once was, for I have been learning a truer estimate of 

myself, my failings and limitations, in these dark days. I have learnt to hope that if there be 

a Judgment Day of some kind, God will not see us with our own eyes, nor judge us as we 

judge ourselves. Vera Brittain  

• Everybody who ever lived has always had his own private Judgment Day to face anyway, 

and he still has. As far as that goes, nothing's changed at all. Paul Bowles  

 

Questions 

 In what way is important to know about the hour of judgment? Hasn’t God already judged the 

world and the Devil already? Why does God give us prophecy to let us know what is ahead? 

How do we view the coming judgment, and how should we present this to others? What are the 

dangers in stressing the “hour of his judgment”? 

 

Bible summary 

 Daniel 8 is the prophecy about the little horn, and Media and Persia. Daniel 9 is Daniel’s prayer 

and the explanation of the seventy weeks. Ezra 7 details Ezra’s arrival from Babylon and king 

Artaxerxes’ decree. Matthew describes Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:13–17). “At just the right time 

Christ died for us ungodly people… Now that we are made right by his death, we can be absolutely 

sure we’ll be saved by him from the coming judgment.” Rom. 5:6–9. The Temple veil is ripped in 

two from top to bottom (Mark 15:38). Lev. 16:16 talks about the means of bringing atonement. 

“Salvation is closer to us now than when we first put our trust in God. The night is nearly over, the 

day is almost here!” Rom. 13:11, 12. 

 

Comment 

 This study is to do with the time aspect of the judgment. All too often the stress is on the 

imminent judgment, as if its nearness should be the prime motive to make different decisions, 

rather than whether something is inherently right of wrong.  

 So how do we preach the judgment and the soon coming of Jesus without falling into the trap of 

scaring people into the kingdom? 



 Ellen White comments on the tendency to preach the approaching End as a mechanism for 

gaining conversion and repentance. “The shortness of time is frequently urged as an incentive for 

seeking righteousness and making Christ our friend. This should not be the great motive with us; 

for it savors of selfishness. Is it necessary that the terrors of the day of God should be held before 

us, that we may be compelled to right action through fear? It ought not to be so.” Lift Him Up, p.98.  

Urging that “Jesus will be here in just a very few short years” could be equated to preaching fire 

and brimstone. The “selfish” desire to avoid the negative aspects of the judgment is the equivalent 

of taking out fire insurance.  

We need to ask ourselves the question, what is most important here? Is it the time of the advent, 

or the certainty of the advent? Is it our message to preach dates in the immediate future (whether 

we give exact dates, or simply say within x years), or to preach the “sure and certain” hope that is 

fulfilled in the return of “this same Jesus”? 

James White wrote of the difficulty of living in the “in-between” times. “The position of 

suspense is not the most happy one.” [J. White, Life Incidents, Vol. 1, (Battle Creek, MI: Steam 

Press of the Seventh-day Adventist Pub. Assn., 1868), p.337.] He recognized the problems of 

maintaining an eager expectancy for the soon coming, without falling into the trap of predicting the 

date. Yet to do so sets us up for a heavy fall. 

At a workers meeting, one pastor expressed his disappointed feelings. “Here I am, on the verge 

of retirement,” he told his fellow ministers. “I have been preaching the Advent message for more 

than forty years. I argued with the brethren about the need for going to college before entering 

ministry, because I believed I would not have time to complete the course before Jesus returned. 

Now I am old, and disappointed. Why hasn’t Jesus come?” 

If we are preaching a “coming to judgment within x years” doctrine, that kind of disappointment 

will be inevitable this side of the coming. For it focuses on the timing, not on the meaning and 

purpose of the event.  

However, “journeys end in lovers meeting,” says Shakespeare, and if we truly love Jesus then 

his arrival will not be dread event but the day when our Best Friend returns.  

We don’t need to date the advent, we need know “this same Jesus” now! For his return is “the 

blessed hope” only if he is blessed to us in the present, if we have a relationship of love. 

“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, love is made 

complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world 

we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 

with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved 

us.” (1 John 4:16-19 NIV). 

And if we put off judgment until the end, what do we do with Jesus’ words: “Now is the time 

for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.” John 12:31 NIV. “The 

prince of this world now stands condemned.” John 16:11 NIV. By Jesus’ presence, the world and 

the Devil were already judged and condemned. While the final result is still future, the judgment 

has already happened in determining the right and the wrongs of the great controversy. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

I saw a number of companies that seemed to be bound together by cords. Many in these 

companies were in total darkness; their eyes were directed downward to the earth, and there 

seemed to be no connection between them and Jesus. But scattered through these different 

companies were persons whose countenances looked light, and whose eyes were raised to heaven. 

Beams of light from Jesus, like rays from the sun, were imparted to them. An angel bade me look 

carefully, and I saw an angel watching over every one of those who had a ray of light, while evil 

angels surrounded those who were in darkness. I heard the voice of an angel cry, "Fear God, and 

give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come."  {EW 240.1} 
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