
5. The Good News of the Judgment (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 14:7; Ps. 51:1–4; Rev. 20:12; Dan. 7:9, 14, 26; Rev. 4:2–4; Rev. 5:1–12. 

 

Quotes 

• Don’t wait for the last judgment –it takes place every day. Albert Camus 

• Evidence, evidence, evidence, will be the one thing wanted when the great white throne is 

set, when the books are opened, when the graves give up their tenants, when the dead are 

arraigned before the bar of God. J.C. Ryle 

• Unless you point to the good news of God’s grace people will not be able to bear the bad 

news of God’s judgment. Timothy Keller 

• The concept of predestination takes away the true meaning of the day of judgment. 

Mwanandeke Kindembo 

• At the Day of Judgment, we shall not be asked what we have read, but what we have done. 

Thomas a Kempis 

• The minister today preached about death and judgment, and what would become of those 

who behaved improperly - and somehow it scared me. He preached such an awful sermon I 

didn't think I should ever see you again until the Judgment Day. The subject of perdition 

seemed to please him somehow.Emily Dickinson 

 

Questions 

How does judgment illustrate the openness and transparency of God’s government? In what 

way does judgment also include vindication? What are the positive aspects of judgment? Is the 

judgment good news? Are some of our depictions of the judgment inappropriate? Is it a conflict of 

interest for God to be both judge and savior? How do we explain what God is doing in the 

judgment? 

 

Bible summary 

 The first angel with the everlasting gospel announced the arrival of God’s judgment (Rev. 14:7). 

Ps. 51:1–4 is David’s declaration of his sin. In Rev. 20:12 the books are opened. Dan. 7:9, 14, 26 is 

a description of the judgment scene. Rev. 4:2–4 details God’s throne in heaven, though it doesn’t 

mention judgment. Only the Lamb is worthy to open the scroll (Rev. 5:1–12). 

 

Comment 

 None of the texts given for this study explicitly speak of judgment being good news. This has to 

be inferred from the character of the judge, and the fact that the word used for judgment can also 

mean commended for good as well as condemned for evil.  

The Good News of the Judgment. Immediately this raises questions as to meaning, since some 

understandings of the terms used do not appear to be good news at all, at least not descriptive of a 

good God.  

 In the context of judgment, we surely need some good news about the goodness of God. An 

awesome judge is hardly a picture that wins us, or draws us towards our heavenly Father.  In all the 

talk about judgment, which can seem onerous and overbearing, it is important to remember the 

truth expressed by Jesus in John 5:24 that trusting faith in Jesus means no condemnation, an 

assurance also reiterated by Paul (Romans 8:1). 

 However it is also essential to recognize the decision-making aspects of judgment. All are 

judged on the decisions they have made, and on that basis a decision is rendered. Without such an 

examination of the evidence there can never be a true and definitive conclusion. This is why, 

rightly understood, judgment can be such a blessing. It means that there is an end, a conclusion, a 

resolution—especially to the existence of sin and disharmony in God’s universe. For while we 

concern ourselves to a great extent as to how judgment affects us, the far greater aspect of 



judgment is in relation to God. C.S. Lewis’ book title “God in the Dock” provides a vivid picture—

for it is God that is on trial before the whole universe. He is the one who in the judgment answers 

the charges raised by the Accuser, and that is the real point at issue.  

Judgment. You’re told you have to attend a court. How you feel? Pleased, joyful, excited? As 

the day comes round you jump out of bed with happy anticipation and drive to the court building 

full of exhilaration? No, no and thrice no, right? 

The whole idea of judgment is full of negative overtones in our society. The idea of God as 

Judge does not thrill the heart. That’s because our modern system of justice tends to look at the 

judgment process only in terms of conviction or acquittal. But judgment systems of the past (as in 

Jesus’ time) were very much concerned with not only convicting criminals, but vindicating the 

righteous in a very positive way. The Psalms show us God as this kind of trustworthy, admirable 

Judge. The result is that we can look forward to meeting our Judge because we know what he is 

like, and that though we have no confidence in our own selves, we can have complete confidence 

in him. 

 How are we meant to think of God as the righteous Judge?  At the heart of the matter is the real 

question: What is God like? Is he out to threaten us, to scare us to him? Does he use the “Hound of 

Hell” to drive us back to him in terrified obedience? Is this Judgment belief like a sword hanging 

over our heads, an ever-present threat that makes us want God because we are so frightened of the 

Alternative? Or is the Judgment something positive? 

 The unveiling (that’s what the word revelation really means) which is the judgment is declared 

in 1 Cor. 4:5. However the way God wins is through humility, not by the exercise of overwhelming 

power—see Phil. 2—which results in the exaltation of Jesus. In the end, there has to be the final 

resolution, in order that all may see that God is true, right, and good.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

The casting of the net is the preaching of the gospel. This gathers both good and evil into the 

church. When the mission of the gospel is completed, the judgment will accomplish the work of 

separation. Christ saw how the existence of false brethren in the church would cause the way of 

truth to be evil spoken of. The world would revile the gospel because of the inconsistent lives of 

false professors. Even Christians would be caused to stumble as they saw that many who bore 

Christ’s name were not controlled by His Spirit. Because these sinners were in the church, men 

would be in danger of thinking that God excused their sins. Therefore Christ lifts the veil from the 

future and bids all to behold that it is character, not position, which decides man’s destiny..  {COL 

122-3} 

Without Christ there can be only condemnation and a fearful looking for a fiery indignation, and 

final separation from the presence of God. But he whose eyes have been opened to see the love of 

Christ, will behold the character of God as full of love and compassion. God will not appear as a 

tyrannical, relentless being, but as a father longing to embrace his repenting son. The sinner will 

cry with the psalmist, “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him” 

(Ps. 103:13). All despair is swept from the soul when Christ is seen in His true character. {1SM 

371} 

Before Him who ruleth in the heavens the mysteries of the past and future are alike outspread, 

and God sees beyond the woe and darkness and ruin that sin has wrought, the outworking of His 

purpose of love and blessing. Though clouds and darkness are round about Him, yet righteousness 

and judgment are the foundation of His throne. . . . Through the plan of salvation a larger purpose 

is to be wrought out even than the salvation of man and the redemption of the earth. Through the 

revelation of the character of God in Christ, the  beneficence of the divine government would be 

manifested before the universe, the charge of Satan refuted, the nature and result of sin made plain, 

and the perpetuity of the law fully demonstrated.  {TMK 366.4}   
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