
4. Fear God and Give Glory to Him (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Revelation 14; Gen. 22:12; Eccles. 12:13, 14; Col. 3:1, 2; Heb. 12:1, 2; 1 Cor. 

3:16, 17. 

 

Quotes 

• Let us fear God and we shall cease to live. Mahatma Gandhi  

• Fear God, yes, but don’t be afraid of Him. J. A. Spender 

• All religions are founded on the fear of the many and the cleverness of the few. Stendhal 

• Question with boldness even the existence of a God; because, if there be one, he must more 

approve of the homage of reason than that of blindfolded fear. Thomas Jefferson 

• Superstition is a senseless fear of God. Cicero 

• If the fear of God is not the beginning of wisdom, it is at least the beginning of religion. 

George William Foote 

 

Questions 

 There is much in this study about fearing God. What does this really mean? Is this God’s 

preferred method of working? How can we love if we’re afraid? How are we to “fear God and give 

him glory”? How does God remove fear? What does fear have to do with irrationality? 7. How do 

we find peace and live without fear? What kind of peace did Jesus promise, and why? 

 

Bible summary 

 Revelation 14 describes the three angels’ messages. Gen. 22:12 records the angel’s words to 

Abraham not to lay a hand on Isaac. Eccles. 12:13, 14 reminds us that God judges us for everything 

we do. “So if you’ve been brought back to life with Christ, look for what comes from above, where 

Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Fix your mind on what’s above, not what’s here on earth.” 

Col. 3:1, 2. Heb. 12:1, 2 encourages us to go on looking to Jesus. We are God’s temple (1 Cor. 

3:16, 17). 

 

Comment 

The concept of an Almighty God is frightening! The Bible records that whenever God appeared 

to people, he first had to remove the fear. Why? Because fear blinds, fear does not allow us to 

think, fear does the opposite of what God wants.  

So God says, “Fear not; don’t be afraid,” all through Scripture. What is theophobia? It’s the 

fear of God—scared of God, terrified of him. Why? Because fear causes a broken life, a life 

without peace and trust and tranquillity, unsettled and ill-at-ease. More than this, fear can be a 

mind-paralyzing dread, a horrifying experience. For this age of terror, the words of Jeremiah ring 

true: “We hoped for peace but no good has come, for a time of healing but there was only terror.” 

Jeremiah 8:15 NIV. 

No peace, only terror. Is God the One who demands unquestioning obedience and fear-induced 

reverence? Is he the God who does not need to make sense? Is God acting to terrorize? No—he 

always comes saying, “Don’t be afraid!” He does not seek to use power to terrorize us, or to 

demand unthinking obedience, or to make us believe what does not make sense. And when he sees 

us using his name to justify such evil, he declares: “‘You have said terrible things about me,’ says 

the Lord.” Mal. 3:13 TEV.  

So what about God? How do we relate? How do we picture him? And above all, are we scared 

of him? That’s the question! Yet God identifies himself as the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6).  

 Jesus’ purpose in coming was to make an end to being afraid of God—so we could relate to 

him “without fear.” For that to happen God had to come in person (John 1). His intention was to 

chase all our fears away. Jesus did not portray God as hostile or warlike. He prayed for his 

enemies. He called for love towards those who persecuted. And in the end, he gave his own life to 



save. He identified his purpose like this: “I am come that they might have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 KJV. This abundant, assured and confident life is based on 

trust in a God who makes sense. 

 God is recorded as making this promise to his people: “Tyranny will be far from you; you will 

have nothing to fear. Terror will be far removed; it will not come near you.” Isaiah 54:14 NIV.  

 “Perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18). This is his message—he wishes to quieten our fear-

filled world, to end the reign of terror. Most of all God’s message to you is this: With God you 

have nothing to fear. He tells us: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John  14:27 NIV.  

God seeks to demonstrate the issues in the great controversy, and the ultimate results of 

rebellion. Does sin kill? Surely and inevitably, yes. But how? Through the long and painful and 

bloody history of humanity, God allows all to see the consequences. Not treating us as pawns in 

some divine game, but as free moral agents, making choices that determine what happens. Yet, 

because of the effects of sin, the innocent suffer with the guilty, and God wants that point to be 

understood too.  

So often God is dealing with very poor material—us! The Bible shows us the record of how 

God has handled the crisis, the conflict in his universe that has at heart the question of whether God 

is truly good or not. Does he love, or is it only on his dictatorial terms? Does he act arbitrarily, or is 

he reasoned and consistent? Does he take delight in punishing and destroying, or does he weep for 

the loss of every one of his unique children? 

Sometimes we may wonder why God did not act more “decisively,” take power and control, and 

dictate what should happen. But this is not the fundamental issue in the conflict. No one, not even 

the Devil, has disputed that God is all-powerful. In fact, that is one of the charges—that God is all-

powerful and so he is a dictator, a tyrant, a despot who rules by force. So it is not a question of God 

unveiling his awesome power to enforce obedience to his autocratic will.  

At times, God has used power, as the Bible records. Yet such actions do not achieve what God 

wants—agreement over truth and right, a relationship based not on fear but love. For when it 

comes to might and power, even the devils believe. But they tremble simply acknowledging God’s 

supremacy in power. God very clearly says that what he wants is not by might, nor by power, but 

by his spirit  (see Zechariah 4:6)—the persuasion  that comes from the third member of the 

Godhead that convicts and leads into all truth. 

What of the second part of the phrase? How do we give God glory? Isn’t it about witnessing to 

God’s wonderful nature and character and rejecting the lies of the Devil? We are called to be God’s 

witnesses. Paul speaks of himself and the other apostles: “We have been made a public show 

before the entire universe, to angels and to human beings.” 1 Corinthians 4:9. By our lives we 

demonstrate the issues of the great controversy as it plays out on the world stage.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Even when it was decided that he could no longer remain in Heaven, infinite wisdom did not 

destroy Satan. Since the service of love can alone be acceptable to God, the allegiance of his creatures 

must rest upon a conviction of his justice and benevolence. The inhabitants of Heaven and of other 

worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the nature or consequences of sin, could not then have seen 

the justice and mercy of God in the destruction of Satan. Had he been immediately blotted from 

existence, they would have served God from fear, rather than from love. The influence of the deceiver 

would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion have been utterly eradicated. 

Evil must be permitted to come to maturity. For the good of the entire universe through ceaseless ages, 

Satan must more fully develop his principles, that his charges against the divine government might be 

seen in their true light by all created beings, that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of 

his law might forever be placed beyond all question.  {GC88 498-9} 
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