
3. The Everlasting Gospel (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 14:6–12; 1 Cor. 15:1–4; Rom. 3:24–26; 1 Pet. 1:18–20; Matt. 28:19, 20; 

Acts 1:8. 

 

Quotes 

• The gospel begins and ends with what God is, not with what we want of think we need. 

Tom Houston 

• The gospel reminds all men of an inescapable personal destiny in eternity, based on a 

conclusive decision in time. Carl F.H. Henry 

• The gospel is neither a discussion not a debate. It is an announcement. Paul S. Rees 

• The gospel has the hallmark of heaven upon it. William J.C. White 

• Sheer scholarship alone cannot reveal to us the gospel of grace. We must never allow the 

authority of books, institutions, or leaders to replace the authority of “knowing” Jesus 

Christ personally and directly. When the religious views of others interpose between us and 

the primary experience of Jesus as the Christ, we become unconvicted and unpersuasive 

travel agents handing out brochures to places we have never visited. Brennan Manning 

• It was when Jesus said to Me,/ “Thy Sins are all forgiven thee.” The Christian trumpets 

loud proclaim/ Thro' all the World in Jesus' name/ Mutual forgiveness of each Vice,/ And 

oped the Gates of Paradise. William Blake, “The Everlasting Gospel.” 

 

Questions 

 What exactly is the “everlasting gospel”? is it just about forgiveness and our salvation? How 

is the everlasting gospel the answer to the Devil’s charges in the great controversy? Why is it 

everlasting, especially after the cosmic conflict is over? How can we make sure that the good 

news is about our good God? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 14:6–12 described the three angels’ messages, including the first with the “everlasting 

gospel.” In 1 Cor. 15:1–4 Paul sets out the good news, talking about Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

“Yet through the free gift of his grace, God makes us right through Christ Jesus who sets us free. 

God openly presented Jesus as the gift that brings peace to those trusting in him, the one who shed 

his blood. God did this to demonstrate he is truly good and right, for previously he would hold back 

and pass over sins, but now at this present time God proves he is fair and does what is right, and 

that he makes right those who trust in Jesus.” Rom. 3:24–26. Jesus sets us free through his life, 

death, and resurrection (1 Pet. 1:18–20). “So go and make disciples of people of all nations, and 

baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to follow 

all the commands I have given you. Remember, I am always with you, to the very end of the 

world.” Matt. 28:19, 20. We are to be Jesus’ witnesses (Acts 1:8). 

 

Comment 

The everlasting gospel is the good news of God—the good news about himself as being good, 

and the good news that this good God saves us. But beyond us and our own preoccupations, the 

gospel is the good news about the character of God presented through demonstration to the entire 

on-looking universe. 

What is the gospel? In the words of Jesus: “I’ve come to bring you life, life full to 

overflowing.” John 10:10. This invitation comes from the God of life. But we will only respond if 

we believe in the good intentions of this Savior God—for otherwise why would we trust him, and 

why would we want to spend eternity with him? It was to reveal God to us that Jesus came: “Jesus 

called out, ‘If you trust in me you’re not just trusting in me but also in the one who sent me. When 



you see me you’re seeing the one who sent me.’” “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” 

John 12:44, 45; 14:9. 

This good news is the gospel or god-spel, the old Anglo-Saxon term that originally meant the 

God story. Too much and too often the story is about us. Often we don’t tell the right story. It’s 

time to give up on ourselves, and come back to God. Give up on what we value the most--all the 

world-foolishness that has invaded our lives and exchange it for the treasure that doesn’t rust or rot.  

Time to preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ, with all he said and meant and did. To preach the 

Christian charter of the sermon on the mount, and be one with the meek, the merciful, 

peacemakers, and the hungerers and thirsters after righteousness. Time to leave ourselves out of it. 

“We are not promoting ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord. In fact we are your servants for Jesus’ 

sake. For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of the darkness,’ shone in our hearts to illuminate the 

knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, to 

show that this supreme power comes from God and not from ourselves.” 2 Cor. 4:5-7. 

“Eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you sent.” John 

17:3. This means being really alive, with that abundance only God can put there. The abundant life 

that can’t be hid and which demands sharing: spreading the real gospel of the wonderful, loving 

God who wins all who will respond throughout the universe to love and trust him. 

 But if we don’t mean it, if it doesn’t change us, if our lives don’t reveal God, we haven’t got the 

gospel and the truth is not in us. We are tongue-tied with nothing to say. All the other versions of 

the gospel are frauds because they replace the essential truth with something different. The gospel 

is about a person—a God who loves you, and the one you love in return, and who wants to love all 

his misguided, floundering children. It’s about this God who continues to care, who is answering 

the charges brought against him through demonstration, who desperately wants to end this time of 

sin and suffering and to take us home to be with him forever. This is the God who answers our 

questions, who ends our fears, and who is our salvation.  

 Again, the good news is not for us alone. It is to demonstrate to every sentient being in the 

universe that God is not the kind of person the Devil has made him out to be. By coming in human 

form, living among us, and dying at our hands—and then rising from the dead, Jesus gives the lie 

to Satan’s charges of God being arbitrary, vengeful and severe. The angels and other beings are 

given the evidence that we too can see as to the real nature of our gracious God, who can always be 

trusted to do what is right and good. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

To the weary and heavy laden Christ says, “Come unto me… and I will give you rest.” Restless, 

craving, exhausted heart, think of the Saviour’s words, “Whosoever drinketh of this water that I 

shall give him shall never thirst.” Drink from the wells of worldly pleasure, and you will thirst 

again. Drink of the water of life, and you will be satisfied and refreshed; for it will be in you “a 

well of water springing up into everlasting life.” Love and light and truth and life are found in the 

everlasting gospel. Come, ye who labor and are heavy laden, come to the living water. “Let him 

that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”{YI, September 11, 

1902} 

So now, before the coming of the Son of man, the everlasting gospel is to be preached “to every 

nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” Rev. 14:6, 14. {DA 633} 

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was the 

Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples He says, “I have 

declared unto them Thy name,”—”merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 

and truth,”—”that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” But not 

alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of the 

universe. {DA 19-20} 
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