
2. A Moment of Destiny (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 24:14, Rev. 14:14-20, Matt. 16:27, Acts 1:9-11, Mark 4:26-29, Rev. 16:1. 

 

Quotes 

• Life is the sum of your choices.  Albert Camus 

• Ethics is a code of values which guide our choices and actions and determine the 

purpose and course of our lives.  Ayn Rand 

• I'm free to decide. Dolores Mary O'Riordan  of The Cranberries 

• Life presents many choices, the choices we make determine our future. Catherine 

Pulsifer 

• May your choices reflect your hopes not your fears. Nelson Mandela 

• It’s the choosing that’s important, isn’t it? Lois Lowry 

 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to focus on the importance of choices? Is there a single “moment of 

destiny” or are their multiple? How do we make sure to always choose God’s way? How does the 

aspect of freedom come into play, especially in regards to the great controversy? Why do we 

emphasize freewill over predestination? What is freedom for? 

 

Bible summary 

 “The good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed around the whole world so everyone will be 

able to hear it, and then the end will come.” Matt. 24:14. Rev. 14:14-20 describes the harvest at the 

end of the world. Jesus gives everyone what they deserve (Matt. 16:27). Acts 1:9-11 is Jesus’ 

ascension and the promise of his return. Mark 4:26-29 also references God’s kingdom growing 

until harvest. Rev. 16:1 commences God’s judgment. 

 

Comment 

 This study is all about making the right choices, and doing so in the present. Recognizing where 

we are by looking back into the past and looking forward into the future, we gain perspective. But 

it is Jesus with us now that makes the difference. While we may think of a singular moment of 

destiny, the truth is that we are made up of the whole host of decisions we have made in our lives, 

as well as those choices others have made that affect us. We are free to decide, and we need to be 

responsible for the choices we make, because God has made our choices possible. 

God is totally dedicated to freedom, otherwise why would he have gone to so much trouble to 

ensure the freedom of all his created beings? Because the highest value in God’s universe is 

freedom, God will not operate his government through force or compulsion. In fact, this principle 

underlies the reason for the continuing conflict, and the way in which God resolves the challenge to 

truth and right. The spiritual truth comes from the very nature of God Himself. “Now the Lord is 

the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 2 Corinthians 3:17 NIV.  

That is why William Lisle Bowles writes, “The cause of Freedom is the cause of God!” Not 

blindly obeying a divine Nebuchadnezzar who demands that we fall down and worship whenever 

he chooses, but willingly choosing to be part of God’s truth, his way of right that we too agree is 

right.  

In so many ways God has to liberate us so that we can choose. Because of our sinful nature, we 

have a “bent” towards evil, and as we choose the way of rebellion and death, we become enslaved 

by all our evil desires. The way we are, we cannot even recognize the choices available much of 

the time. God has to free us from such slavery so that we are able to understand what the issues are! 

God wants us to weigh the evidence, evaluate His way, and recognize that truth really is truth. 

God’s desire is that we should all make our choices for good or ill, desiring that we choose the 

right. God’s great call is: “Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” Romans 14:5 KJV. 



Even if that choice is wrong. For in God’s universe, error does have rights, and each individual has 

the right to be wrong. Of course God leaves no one in any doubt as to the consequences of choices. 

But each of us is free to choose. 

God pleads with us to accept the liberation he provides. He sets us free, but does not remove the 

possibility of doing wrong. If we wish, we can return to the bondage from which we came. Yet the 

plea is to choose the right, and remain in God’s freedom: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 

5:1. Nor should we misunderstand such freedom as license, as an indulgence to satisfy evil: “You, 

my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 

rather, serve one another in love.” Galatians 5:13 NIV. 

Our freedom is guaranteed by God, and is assured in the future he promises. “‘For I know the 

plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 

you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.’” Jeremiah 29:11-13 

NIV. He wants to give us what we most want—the freedom to live life to the full, without the pain 

and sin and death of this current life. Says Jesus, “I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full.” John 10:10 NIV. This free, fulfilled life is only possible with God our Friend, our 

Savior, and Liberator. He is the One who has fought so long to establish these principles, who has 

never compromised the fundamental values of His universe.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God's power to save, do not come in a moment. 

These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of years. By a life of holy endeavor and firm 

adherence to the right, the children of God were sealing their destiny. {CET 188.2}   

We are living in the most solemn period of this world's history. The destiny of earth's teeming 

multitudes is about to be decided. Our own future well-being and also the salvation of other souls 

depend upon the course which we now pursue. We need to be guided by the Spirit of truth. {DD 

39.1} 

Remember, dear young friends, that each day, each hour, each moment, you are weaving the 

web of your own destiny. Each time the shuttle is thrown, there is drawn into the web a thread 

which either mars or beautifies the pattern. If you are careless and indolent, you spoil the life which 

God designed should be bright and beautiful. If you choose to follow your own inclinations, 

unchristlike habits will bind you with bands of steel. And as you walk away from Christ, your 

example will be followed by many who, because of your wrong course, will never enjoy the glories 

of heaven. But if you make brave efforts to overcome selfishness, allowing no opportunity to pass 

for helping those around you, the light of your example will guide others to the cross. {YI, 

December 5, 1901 par. 7}   

God might have created man without the power to transgress His law; He might have withheld 

the hand of Adam from touching the forbidden fruit; but in that case man would have been, not a 

free moral agent, but a mere automation. Without freedom of choice, his obedience would not have 

been voluntary, but forced. There could have been no development of character. . . . It would have 

been unworthy of man as an intelligent being, and would have sustained Satan's charge of God's 

arbitrary rule.  {CC 13.3}   

Our Choices Determine Our Destiny. The principles of the character of God were the foundation 

of the education constantly kept before the heavenly angels. These principles were goodness, 

mercy, and love. Self-evidencing light was to be recognized and freely accepted by all who 

occupied a position of trust and power. They must accept God’s principles and convince all who 

were in the service of God, through the presentation of truth and justice and goodness, [that] this 

was the only power to be used. Force must never come in…. His government is to be moral. 

Nothing is to be done by compulsion. Truth is to be the prevailing power. {CTr 13.3} 
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