
13. Ablaze with God’s Glory (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Thess. 5:1–6; John 8:32;  Rev. 18:1; Rev. 4:11; Exod. 33:18, 19; Rev. 5:6, 12;  

Rev. 13:8. 

 

Quotes 

• Earth's crammed with heaven,  

And every common bush afire with God,  

But only he who sees takes off his shoes; 

The rest sit round and pluck blackberries. Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

• The work of God in the cross of Christ strikes us as awe-inspiring only after we have first 

been awed by the glory of God. Matt Chandler 

• The glory of God is a human being fully alive; and to be alive consists in beholding God. 

Irenaeus of Lyons 

• I can't do big things, but I want everything to be for the glory of God. Dominic Savio 

• Without the interpretation of the universe by man to the glory of God the whole world 

would be meaningless. Cornelius Van Til 

• The God who is worthy to be known and served for who He is, is Himself the answer to this 

world's longings. And those who know Him best are best equipped to serve Him. He is their 

message. If we have discovered the glory of God in the face of Christ, we must not hold 

back. The God of glory must be made known. Tom Wells 

 

Questions 

 What are we looking for? What is the focus of our anticipation? Is the End about us, or the 

vindication of God? How do we see the cosmic conflict scenario winding up? What is our hop to 

be—are we looking for the exit or for the Lord to come? How exactly is the great controversy 

resolved—what are we anticipating? How will this universe be “ablaze with God’s glory”? 

 

Bible summary 

 1 Thess. 5:1–6 speaks of the coming of the Lord. “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free” John 8:32. Rev. 18:1 speaks of the angel coming down to announce the fall of Babylon. “Our 

Lord and our God, you are worthy to be given glory, and honor, and authority, for you created 

everything. Your will brought Creation into existence.” Rev. 4:11. Exod. 33:18, 19 describes the 

revelation of God to Moses. Exod. 33:18, 19 describes the Lamb that was slain. Everyone on earth 

worships the beast, apart from those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 

13:8). 

 

Comment 

 “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord’s glory as the waters fill the sea” (Hab. 

2:14). The ultimate purpose is the vindication of God and of his character. Only as God’s answers 

to the charges of the Devil are demonstrated as true and right can there be an end to all this. This is 

our hope. 

 For what hope can this world offer? Only a doubtful, negative kind of hope that really is no hope at 

all. When people say “I hope so...” they’re already expecting the worst! Aristotle commented that 

“Hope is a waking dream” which hardly makes hope something you rely on. The Latin writer Gracian 

went further: “Hope is a great falsifier of the truth”; while the German philosopher Nietzsche was sure 

hope was totally bad: “Hope in reality is the worst of all evils, because it prolongs the torment of 

man.” 

No human hopes are worth hoping in. Promises are not worth the paper they are written on. Desires 

cannot last. Hopes die like fading flowers, turning to dust and ashes. For without God there is 

absolutely no hope.  



But with God? Ah, then! He is the only hope in a world of hopelessness.So what of the Christian 

hope? What kind of hope are we talking about here? On what is it based?  

On God himself. Can God lie? Would he ever want to? The vital truth is the Bible’s affirmation 

that “The Lord Jesus Christ...is our hope.” “ On him we have set our hope.” “We have put our hope in 

the living God, who is the saviour of all men.” (1 Timothy 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 1 Timothy 4:10 

NIV). How amazing and central this hope! Romans 8:24 even says that “We are saved by hope”! How 

definite and assured this hope is. If you do not have this hope, how can you face the future, how can 

you live in the present?  

Only the hope that comes from God can give what we all need the most: confident security in the 

present, and the assurance of a wonderful future in God’s presence. For “we have this hope as an 

anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6:19 NIV). What is the result? “Therefore, since we 

have such a hope, we are very bold.” “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” “Christ in you the 

hope of glory.” (2 Corinthians 3:12; Romans 5:2; Colossians 1:27). 

 There is hope for this world: the blessed hope. The God of hope. The only hope! 

 And we are his witnesses. “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of the darkness,’ shone in our 

minds to illuminate the knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6. 

 We demonstrate God to everyone—and not just those on this planet. We too are a 

demonstration. The plan is that people can look at us, see Jesus and want to know him as a friend 

too. That is not to scare us, or to become preoccupied with how we look on the outside. Rather we 

need to realize the importance of who we are and how we live. We are to realize that we either help 

or hinder the spreading of the truth about God. We either say the Devil is right, or God is right. We 

are to be a true spectacle to the world, and to the universe, of God’s wonderful goodness and his 

incredible salvation. At the same time we witness to the falsity of the Devil’s claims, and testify to 

the trueness of the character of our loving Savior as we tell the truth about God. 

 Revelation 14 was theme for this quarter’s study. So how do we prepare people for such a 

strident part of scripture without them shaking their heads in horror? While we wish to identify 

with the perspective, how can we make sure that people do not misunderstand what we are saying? 

How is the third angel’s message the message of righteousness by faith—in verity? We need to do 

much explaining! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Thus in the night of spiritual darkness God’s glory is to shine forth through His church in lifting 

up the bowed down and comforting those that mourn.  {COL 417.2}   

And today God is still using His church to make known His purpose in the earth. Today the 

heralds of the cross are going from city to city, and from land to land, preparing the way for the 

second advent of Christ. The standard of God's law is being exalted. The Spirit of the Almighty is 

moving upon men's hearts, and those who respond to its influence become witnesses for God and 

His truth. In many places consecrated men and women may be seen communicating to others the 

light that has made plain to them the way of salvation through Christ. And as they continue to let 

their light shine, as did those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, they 

receive more and still more of the Spirit's power. Thus the earth is to be lightened with the glory of 

God.  {AA 53-4}   

The message of Christ's righteousness is to sound from one end of the earth to the other to 

prepare the way of the Lord. This is the glory of God, which closes the work of the third angel.--6T 

19 (1900).  {LDE 200.3}   
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