
12. The Seal of God and Mark of the Beast: Part 2 (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 12:6, 14; Dan. 7:25; 2 Thess. 2:3, 4; Deut. 6:8; Deut. 11:18; Exod. 20:8–

11; Rev. 7:2, 3. 

 

Quotes 

• A seal is defined to be an instrument of sealing; that which "is used by individuals, 

corporate bodies, and states, for making impressions on wax, upon instruments of writing, 

as an evidence of their authenticity. The original word in this passage is defined, "A 

seal,i.e., a signet ring; a mark, stamp, badge; a token, a pledge." Among the significations 

of the verb are the following: "To secure to anyone to make sure; to set a seal or mark upon 

anything in token of its being genuine or approved; to attest, to confirm, to establish, to 

distinguish by a mark." By a comparison of Gen.17:11 with Rom.4:11, and Rev.7:3 with 

Eze.9:4, in connection with the above definition, the reader will see that the words token, 

sign, seal, and mark are used in the Bible as synonymous terms. The seal of God, as brought 

to view in our text, is to be applied to the servants of God. We are not, of course, to suppose 

that in this case it is some literal mark to be made in the flesh, but that it is some institution 

or observance having special reference to God, which will serve as a "mark of distinction" 

between the worshipers of God and those who are not in truth his servants, though they may 

profess to follow him.  Uriah Smith 

• A seal is not put lightly to anything. When the servants of God are sealed with His seal, it 

means that He accepts them as His own act and deed. They are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus. There is no thread of human invention in the garment of righteousness with 

which they are clothed. They know that they are sufficient for nothing of themselves, but 

that Christ is made to them wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 

They have submitted themselves to the righteousness of God, and are complete in Him. 17. 

E.J. Waggoner 

 

Questions 

 Why does there need to be this “seal” and “mark” to distinguish between good and bad? What 

is the basis for this separation? How can we avoid trivializing the difference and show the depth 

this separation based on following Jesus or bowing down to Satan? What aspects of the great 

controversy are illustrated here? How can we best “imitate Christ”? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 12:6, 14 describes the woman who runs away into the desert where God cares for her, 

protected from the serpent. The horn that comes up later speaks against the Most High (Dan. 7:25). 

The lawless man is God’s enemy (2 Thess. 2:3, 4). God tells the Israelites to tie his laws on their 

hands and foreheads (Deut. 6:8; 11:18). Exod. 20:8–11 is the Sabbath commandment. Rev. 7:2, 3 

describes the seal of God. 

 

Comment 

 It’s interesting that on the CD ROM of the writings of Adventist pioneers, the phrase “seal of 

God” occurs 222 times, while “mark of the beast” occurs 863 times. From a quantitative 

perspective then it seems that the mark of the beast holds greater importance to Adventists than the 

seal of God. 

 The real difference between the two seals or marks is allegiance. Who do you follow? Whose 

system do you accept? Whose truth do you believe? The End is all about separation along these 

lines. Sheep and goats. Wheat and tares. Or even more pointedly, the net that caught all kinds of 

fish. “The good fish were put into baskets while the bad ones were thrown away.”  (Matthew 13: 

48). The separation is based on what they are.  



 So too in the parable of separation in Matthew 25. The process of setting the sheep on one side 

and the goats on the other is because of their respective natures that is evident from what they have 

done. Their actions of the good are based on altruistic motives for the poor and needy. The bad 

would probably have acted appropriately if they had thought they were serving Jesus, but they did 

not see him in the poor and needy.  

At the End there are only two groups of people—the sheep and the goats. The sheep have done 

all they could for the King without looking for any reward. They have prepared themselves for the 

coming King. The goats have done nothing for their King and have trusted in themselves, making 

no preparations. The goats, the wicked, are lost; but the sheep, the righteous who prepared, are 

given eternal life. 

When it comes to understanding the “seal of God,” it is exactly what they “sheep” have done. 

In the “Imitation of Christ” by Thomas à Kempis, the supreme goal is to be exactly like Christ as 

our example. But while we should certainly pay close attention to what Jesus said and did, he was 

not saying that “if I can do it, you can do it.” This salvation by following the example is dangerous 

as it points us back to our own works, and validates our salvation by achievement rather than 

through the Savior. We are to follow the Master, not to try and copy him exactly. And how could 

we—for he is God? While we have the same access to the power of God, are we supposed to 

mimic the ministry of Jesus? This seems close to blasphemy if we are seeking to do this ourselves. 

However there’s no limit to what we can accomplish as we give things over to God, the one who 

gives us the power to think and to do. 

Our role is to reveal the Savior, not to try and take that role for ourselves. We certainly do need 

to be far more active, demonstrating the truth about God rather than just talking about it. But the 

key element is trust, and trustworthiness. Jesus in the end gave up on the miraculous, because it did 

not bring the thoughtful trust that he wanted. Similarly, we are to show in our lives the kind of 

people we are as a result of our experience and trust in God, not because of any great miracles we 

can point to. The confirmation is not because it’s amazing, but because it’s true! 

The result of our living like Christ will be that others will see this. “You should let your light 

shine before everyone so they can see the good things you do and praise your heavenly Father,” 

says Jesus (Matt. 5:16). You don’t need to promote Christianity when you live it! All too often we 

think we need some marketing strategy or PR approach when it comes to sharing the good news. 

But the best way to convince others is through demonstration, not argument. If we are truly living 

for Christ, this will be seen in the way that we behave and treat others. “Preach the Gospel always, 

and if necessary, use words.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Let all study the character which God accepts, as represented in the twenty-fifth chapter of 

Matthew. If this representation does not educate men and women, what can do the work which 

must be done for the soul? Mark the division made between those represented by the sheep and the 

goats, and mark the words which decide forever the destiny of the two classes. Listen, you who 

have ears to hear and intellect to comprehend. Listen to the words of the Master: [Matthew 25:31-

40, quoted] {15MR 112.3} 

The casting of the net is the preaching of the gospel. This gathers both good and evil into the 

church. When the mission of the gospel is completed, the judgment will accomplish the work of 

separation. Both the parable of the tares and that of the net plainly teach that there is no time when 

all the wicked will turn to God. The wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest. The good 

and the bad fish are together drawn ashore for a final separation.  {COL 123.1}  

The gospel net draws not only good fish, but bad ones as well, and the Lord only knows who are 

His. {CCh 240.1} 
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