
11. The Seal of God and Mark of the Beast: Part 1 (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 14:12, Eph. 2:8–10, Matt. 27:45–50, Rev. 13:15–17, Rev. 14:4, Luke 

5:18–26; Rev. 7:2, 3. 

 

Quotes 

• Those who receive the seal of God, have the Lamb’s “Father’s name written in their 

foreheads” Rev. xiv, 1. Those who receive the mark of the beast, receive the “mark of his 

name.” Verse11. Name is used in a figurative sense to denote authority. In the name of the 

people, in the name of the king, signify by the authority of the people, or of the king In the 

name of Jesus Christ, means by the authority of Jesus Christ. Hence, the mark of the beast 

is a sign or token of his authority, standing in opposition to the sign of the authority of the 

Father. R.F. Cottrell 

• So desirous is God that his creatures of the human family should be endued with this power, 

that he has poured out his Spirit upon all flesh; for thus was it prophesied of the last days. 

Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:17. It is poured out, and is waiting only to be received by such as will 

receive it. And only such can receive it in its refreshing fullness as are fully sanctified to the 

will of God. For to bestow unlimited power upon one not thus sanctified, would be to set 

the seal of God—his full approval—upon something that is unlike him, and cause him to 

deny himself. It is because the Holy Spirit is the embodiment of unlimited power that it sets 

the seal of God upon him who receives it. A.T. Jones 

• Two powers are involved in this conflict, God and this anti-Christian power symbolized by 

the beast. There are but two marks to distinguish their respective followers: the mark of the 

beast and the seal of God. On the one side are the beast, the two-horned beast, and the 

image; but one mark, the mark of the beast, is common to them all. Uriah Smith 

• This message will draw a line between the worshipers of God and the worshipers of the 

beast and his image; for on either hand it reveals a dreadful penalty, and leaves no chance 

for half-way work. Those who disregard this warning will be found with the worshipers of 

the beast and his image, and will drink of the wine of the wrath of God. Those who heed 

this warning will obey God at the risk of their lives. The one class is designated by the mark 

of the beast, the other class is seen in the patience of the saints, keeping the commandments 

of God. J.N. Andrews 

 

Questions 

What issues do we have in identifying the seal of God and the mark of the beast? How do we 

differentiate ourselves from the Pharisees who also worshipped on the Sabbath but were 

condemned for hypocrisy by Jesus? How do we explain the mark of the beast in the context of the 

cosmic conflict? How is it more than simply an identifying mark? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 14:12 calls on believers to patiently endure, keeping God’s commandments and trusting in 

Jesus. God saves us through his grace (Eph. 2:8–10). Matt. 27:45–50 describes the death of Jesus. 

The mark of the beast is detailed in Rev. 13:15–17. Rev. 14:4 talks about the 144,000. Luke 5:18–

26 is the story of Jesus healing the paralyzed man who was let down through the roof. Rev. 7:2, 3 

identifies the angel with the seal of God and the sealing process.  

 

Comment 

 To equate the seal of God simply with Sabbath observance is far too simplistic. Are we saying 

that those who condemned Christ and had him crucified had the seal of God? They certainly 

believed in the Sabbath—they wanted the bodies of those crucified taken down from their crosses 

so they would not desecrate the Sabbath. 



So much confusion has developed over the mark of the beast and the seal of God within our faith 

community. So to simply make this a divide between Sunday and Sabbath misses the primary point 

that the two beasts of Revelation 13 are committed to forcing a false system of worship based on a 

misrepresentation of who God truly is! The issue of Sunday may be part of the counterfeit system, but 

is not the most significant issue. The real question is the kind of person you believe God to be. Satan 

has misrepresented God and sought to be worshiped himself—as he revealed when he asked Jesus to 

bow down and worship him. Nor is there any guarantee that worshiping on the Sabbath ensures a true 

understanding of God, as Jesus made clear during his ministry. 

We also need to make it clear that the final separation is still in the future, as Jesus explained in 

his parable of the tares growing among the wheat. The end time has not arrived yet. 

However, we can already see the huge differences between a true faith in Jesus and a top-down 

imposed religious system that enforces compliance. The issues in the great controversy are over 

how God operates in contrast to the Devil. Any religious system that uses force and coercion is 

clearly of the Devil. The real test is holding on to the truth as it is in Jesus, and not following the 

ways of this world. All too often religion is the result of human invention rather than accepting the 

wisdom of God. But in the end the choice is either following the ways of Jesus or bowing down 

before Satan the usurper. 

So now, here comes the real question: can you believe you have the seal of God and still be 

lost? If we simply equate the seal of God to observing the seventh-day Sabbath, then yes. For there 

were many in Jesus’ own time who kept the Sabbath, but did not accept Jesus. In fact they crucified 

the Lord and then ran home to keep the Sabbath. 

Similarly with the mark of the beast. This is not simply rejecting the Sabbath but an 

identification with an apostate system of Christianity which in essence denies Jesus’ provision of 

free and full salvation. We need to be very careful when we speak about the mark of the beast. It is 

still in the future, and is far more than simply a day of worship—it is this false belief system that 

centers on our own works, ineffectual rites, and most significantly, on a false picture of God. For in 

the end that’s what it comes down to. What God do you worship? What is he like? Does he have 

the face of Jesus, or is he clothed with the attributes of the Deceiver, the one who wanted to make 

himself like the Most High God? It’s your choice! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Here is the line of distinction between the worshipers of God and those who worship the beast 

and receive his mark. The great conflict is between the commandments of God and the 

requirements of the beast. {1T 223}    

The first thing recorded in Scripture history after the fall was the persecution of Abel. And the 

last thing in Scripture prophecy is the persecution against those who refuse to receive the mark of 

the beast. We should be the last people on the earth to indulge in the slightest degree the spirit of 

persecution against those who are bearing the message of God to the world… {CTr 356} 

Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an impure 

man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving man or 

woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful 

hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God,--candidates for heaven. Search 

the Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity of the present hour. 

{CET 191.2}   

  Love is expressed in obedience, and perfect love casteth out all fear. Those who love God, 

have the seal of God in their foreheads, and work the works of God. Would that all who profess 

Christianity knew what it means to love God practically. . . . They would have a powerful influence 

upon the life and character of those around them, which would work as leaven amid the mass of 

humanity, transforming others through the power of Jesus Christ. {SD 51.3}   
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