
10. Satan’s Final Deceptions (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 12:9; Rev. 16:13, 14; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Ezek. 8:16; Ezek. 20:1–20; 

Rev.18:4, 5; John 17:17. 

 

Quotes 

• The sins after the Devil's heart are the intricacies of spiritual pride, the mazes of self-

deception, and the subtle mockeries of hypocrisy where mask hides behind mask behind 

mask and reality is lost altogether. Alan W. Watts 

• And thus I clothe my naked villainy 

With odd old ends stol'n out of holy writ; 

And seem a saint, when most I play the devil. William Shakespeare 

• God has not left us defenseless against the devil's strategies of deception. If Satan's weapon 

of attack is intellectual deception, then our defense and counterattack consist in truth. 

Vincent Cheung 

• The cross was designed to defeat Satan, who by deception had obtained squatters' rights to 

the title of the earth. Billy Graham 

• If the whole church goes off into deception, that will in no way excuse us for not following 

Christ. Leonard Ravenhill 

• The best way in the world to deceive believers is to cloak a message in religious language 

and declare that it conveys some new insight from God. Charles Stanley 

 

Questions 

 What are Satan’s final deceptions? How are they different to what is happening now? In what 

way do these deceptions mirror Satan’s charges in the great controversy? What should be our 

reaction? How do we unmask these deceptions and demonstrate God’s truth? How do we make 

sure we are not deceived? How can we be sure we can recognize the truth? 

 

Bible summary 

 The great dragon who deceives the whole world was cast down to the earth (Rev. 12:9). Rev. 

16:13, 14 describes the three evil spirits that gather the kings of the earth for battle at the End. “For 

the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the cry of the 

archangel, and with the sound of God’s trumpet, and those who have died in Christ will rise first. 

Then those of us who are alive and still here will be carried up together with them into the clouds, 

and we shall meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever!” 1 Thess. 4:16, 17. 

Ezekiel saw the elders of Israel engaged in idol worship (Ezek. 8:16). Disobedience to God and 

idol worship led to Israel’s wanderings and death in the desert (Ezek. 20:1–20). “Then I heard 

another voice from heaven calling out, “My people, come out of her, so that you don’t participate 

in her sinful ways, and so that you don’t experience her plagues. Her sins have piled up all the way 

to heaven, and God is very much aware of her wickedness.” Rev.18:4, 5. Jesus prays to the Father, 

“Make them holy by the truth; your word is truth.” John 17:17. 

 

Comment 

We are told that in the last days deceptions will come: false Christs, spurious signs and 

wonders, counterfeit spirituality. If we know this to be true, how do we prepare ourselves to guard 

against such deceptions?  

Is not the greatest mistake to rely on great signs and miraculous manifestations, since these are 

the very things we are told will be used as Satan masquerades as Christ? So why do so many 

Christians today look for the amazing and astounding, as it such experiences were proof of their 

divine origin?  



More than anything else, we should be running far away from such extravaganzas, and focusing 

on the inner truths revealed by the Spirit through reason and evidence. Otherwise we will be 

“sitting ducks” when the Arch-deceiver arrives. 

How do we evaluate end-time “dreams and visions” and decide whether they are to be followed 

or not? Or since it is the last days, does every dream and vision count? I once had a dream that Ana 

asked me to steal a train. Not rob it, just steal the whole thing. What am I supposed to do? Follow 

such a suggestion? (And no, I have no idea what she could do with a whole train!) 

Is it likely that God will act “out of character” just because it is the last days? What would it 

take to convince everyone—even of the existence of God? A blazing sign in the sky? A worldwide 

sound and picture show? A whole host of miracles? Is it power we need, or something else? 

The truth is (as Jesus mentioned in his parable of Lazarus) that even if people came back from 

the dead, people still would not believe. In fact, the graciousness of God and his desire to give us 

freedom is demonstrated especially in the fact that God has given us “evidence to believe but has 

not removed the possibility of doubt.” 

If it were simply a question of power, then God could have won the argument long ago. Even 

the Devil concedes that God is more powerful. That’s not the issue. The question is over God’s 

position and his use of power. The Devil charges God with mismanagement, deliberate abuse of 

power, and arbitrary exercise of authority. The reason Jesus came was to refute such charges, and 

in Jesus we see the true right-being and right-doing of God.  

God chose to deal with Lucifer’s rebellion as He always does—with love and compassion, 

working to win the war not by force of arms (“not by might nor power,” Zechariah 4:6), but by 

spiritual “right.” But restoring trust and demonstrating truth and right takes time. The ongoing 

battle shows that lies, deceptions, innuendoes, gossip, misrepresentations all require much time to 

refute. And to refute the charges against His character, God could not simply say, “They’re not 

true!” To prove the charges false, God has to show His true nature in practice over time, to reveal 

to everyone that the Devil is wrong in his accusations. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Let none cherish the idea that special providences or miraculous manifestations are to be the 

proof of the genuineness of their work or of the ideas they advocate. If we keep these things before 

the people, they will produce an evil effect, an unhealthful emotion... the Bible will never be 

superseded by miraculous manifestations...The wonderful, marvellous, will be represented and 

presented. Through satanic delusions, wonderful miracles, the claims of human agents will be 

urged. Beware of all this... We must not trust the claims of men...The man who makes the working 

of miracles the test of his faith will find that Satan can, through a species of deceptions, perform 

wonders that will appear to be genuine miracles.... If we accept not the truth in the love of it, we 

may be among the number who will see miracles wrought by Satan in these last days, and believe 

them. {2SM 48-53} 

 It is a masterpiece of Satan's deceptions to keep the minds of men searching and conjecturing 

in regard to that which God has not made known and which He does not intend that we shall 

understand. It was thus that Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He became dissatisfied because all the 

secrets of God's purposes were not confided to him, and he entirely disregarded that which was 

revealed concerning his own work in the lofty position assigned him. By arousing the same 

discontent in the angels under his command, he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue the minds 

of men with the same spirit and to lead them also to disregard the direct commands of God.{DD 9}  

 In the great final conflict, Satan will employ the same policy, manifest the same spirit, and work 

for the same end, as in all preceding ages. That which has been, will be, except that the coming 

struggle will be marked with a terrible intensity such as the world has never witnessed. Satan's 

deceptions will be more subtle, his assaults more determined. If it were possible, he would lead 

astray the elect. Mark 13:22.  {GC88 g.2} 
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