
1. Jesus Wins-Satan Loses (2Q 2023—Three Cosmic Messages) 

 

Biblical material: Revelation 12; Eph. 5:25–27, 32; Phil. 3:9; Dan. 7:25; Isa. 14:12–14; Rev. 

13:14–17; Rev. 12:17. 

 

Quotes 

• Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 are widely regarded by the Christian world to be descriptive 

chapters of Lucifer and his fall from grace.  Of course, these scenes are tucked away in 

actual prophecies regarding actual, earthly kingdoms, but it's not hard to tell when things 

switch over from the earthly realm to the angelic. For example, in Ezekiel 28, the actual 

King of Tyre to the metaphorical "King of Tyre" (Lucifer), who was both present in the 

Garden of Eden and anointed as a Guardian Cherub.  And in Isaiah 14, we find a similar 

shift from the literal King of Babylon to Lucifer (Day Star, etc.) who fell from heaven 

because he wanted to be like the Most High.  Zachary Payne 

• Sin, then, is an appropriate cause of controversy between God and man. And the origin of 

the great controversy which we propose to consider, is to be referred back to that primal 

transgression which interrupted the existing harmony between the creature and the Creator, 

which made this globe an accursed and revolted province in the Divine dominions, and this 

race an accursed and rebellious race. It was sin that caused this world to be a scene of 

mourning, lamentation and woe ; sin that blighted the fair prospects which lay before the 

progenitors of our race ; sin that turned paradise into a desert; and sin that arrayed man, in 

all his impotence and frailty, against the might and wisdom, the love and mercy of the 

Deity. We are then to regard this controversy as a controversy between right and wrong 

between good and evil; between the supporter of righteousness on one hand, and the 

perpetrators of iniquity on the other. Between a just and Almighty ruler and his frail and 

rebellious subjects. The controversy on the part of Jehovah is a just and righteous one. H.L. 

Hastings, “The Great Controversy Between God and Man” (Boston, 1858). 

• Without the Bible we would know nothing about this great controversy over the character 

and government of God.  Nor would we know about His infinitely skillful and gracious 

handling of this conflict - this crisis of distrust in His family.  But we have been assuming 

all along that the Bible can be trusted and there are legitimate questions that can be raised, 

and have indeed been raised, through the years:..  And in many and various ways those 

words have been translated - into English and most of the other languages on this earth.  

How else could the gospel go to all the world?  How could people find out about our God?  

And so my recommendation would be: take the Bible, or preferably the versions, plural, of 

your choice, and let’s sit down together, and take up the fourth question in our next lesson.  

Having these magnificent opportunities - never has the Bible been so readily available - and 

having all this evidence so readily available, let’s read it.  Can we confidently come to the 

conclusion that we understand the meaning; that the evidence is really there, the Bible can 

be trusted?  Some of us, who have spent a lot of time reading these versions, believe that 

the Author who is behind the Bible can be trusted because there is trustworthy evidence in 

the record. A Graham Maxwell 

 

Questions 

 The real questions are “How does Jesus win?” and “How does Satan lose?” Is it a matter of 

having greater power? How would you explain the great controversy to someone who didn’t 

know? What are the primary issues, and how are they resolved? Why wouldn’t you cite verses 

from the gospels in describing how Jesus wins and Satan loses? 

 

Bible summary 



 Revelation 12 details aspects of the great controversy, including war in heaven, Satan’s 

expulsion from heaven, his attack on God’s people etc. The love relationship between husbands 

and wives is illustrative of Christ and the church (Eph. 5:25–27, 32). “I want to be found in him, 

not being right because of what I’ve done, or what the law requires, but made right through 

confidence in Christ, set right by God through trusting in him.” (Phil. 3:9). The “later horn” defies 

God and oppresses God’s people. (Dan. 7:25). Isa. 14:12–14 describes Satan’s rebellion under the 

image of the morning star. The beast portrayed in Rev. 13:14–17 deceives the world and enforces 

false worship. Rev. 12:17 is the war in heaven between Michaels and his a ngels and the dragon 

and his angels. 

 

Comment 

 The issue is to understand how God wins the great controversy. Satan’s challenges attack God’s 

character and methods, insinuating that God is self-referenced and exploitative of his created 

beings. Satan does not deny God’s power; rather that he misuses his power for his own selfish 

ends. However God does not win the battle by an exercise of power. In fact he explicitly says, “Not 

by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord Almighty.” (Zechariah 4:6).  

 Jesus wins through his self-sacrificing love, demonstrated through his life of service and 

ultimately his death on the cross, saying “When I am lifted up from the earth I will attract everyone 

to me.” (He said this to point out the kind of death he was going to die.)” (John 12:32, 33). Notice 

John makes is clear that is was “the kind of death he was going to die.” In other words, Jesus chose 

to go to the cross to win us back to love and trust. 

 That’s why the Biblical material given for this study, good though it is, misses the central aspect 

of God’s way of winning—through a demonstration of who he is in the person of Jesus. “Angels 

could not fully portray the character of God, but Christ, who was a living impersonation of God, 

could not fail to accomplish the work. The only way in which he could set and keep men right was 

to make himself visible and familiar to their eyes. That men might have salvation he came directly 

to man, and became a partaker of his nature.” (Ellen White, Signs of the Times, January 20, 1890.) 

 Jesus wins by winning us back, by demonstrating to the universe his principle of love for others 

even at the expense of himself. “God was in Christ, bringing the world back from hostility to 

friendship with him.” (2 Corinthians 5:19). The problem is not with God. It is with our hostility 

towards him, believing the Devil’s lies about God as a vengeful tyrant. Our sin separates us from 

God, because just like Eve, we believe the Devil and mistrust God. Only by recognizing the truth 

about God and his character of trustworthy love can we be won back into that saving relationship. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

Christ came to save fallen man, and Satan with fiercest wrath met him on the field of conflict; 

for the enemy knew that when divine strength was added to human weakness, man was armed with 

power and intelligence, and could break away from the captivity in which he had bound him. Satan 

sought to intercept every ray of light from the throne of God. He sought to cast his shadow across 

the earth, that men might lose the true views of God's character, and that the knowledge of God 

might become extinct in the earth. He had caused truth of vital importance to be so mingled with 

error that it had lost its significance. The law of Jehovah was burdened with needless exactions and 

traditions, and God was represented as severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. He was pictured 

as one who could take pleasure in the sufferings of his creatures. The very attributes that belonged 

to the character of Satan, the evil one represented as belonging to the character of God. Jesus came 

to teach men of the Father, to correctly represent him before the fallen children of earth. Angels 

could not fully portray the character of God, but Christ, who was a living impersonation of God, 

could not fail to accomplish the work. The only way in which he could set and keep men right was 

to make himself visible and familiar to their eyes. That men might have salvation he came directly 

to man, and became a partaker of his nature.  {ST, January 20, 1890 par. 6}  
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