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7. Jesus Desired Their Good (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Jon. 3:4–4:6, Luke 19:38–42, Matt. 5:43–47, 1 Corinthians 13, Mark 

8:22–25, Phil. 2:3–5, James 2:14–17; Matt. 23:37. 

 

Quotes 

• Our prime purpose in this life is to help others. And if you can't help them, at least 

don't hurt them. Dalai Lama 

• I believe that in this new world that we live in, we often have a responsibility to 

actually go beyond the thou shalt nots - that is, the not harming others - and say 

we can help others and we should be helping others. Peter Singer 

• The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be 

compassionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived 

well. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another. Charles 

Dickens 

• There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up. 

John Holmes 

• We only have what we give. Isabel Allende 

 

Questions 

 Did everyone Jesus met realize that he desired their good? How do we gain the 

same attitude? What false motivations might we have as we try to share the gospel 

message? How do we concentrate on the needs of others and yet still maintain a close 

connection with God? How do we represent God to those around? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jonah 3:4–4:6 tells the story of Jonah’s preaching of judgment against the people 

of Nineveh. It’s interesting to consider whether Jonah really “desired their good”! In 

Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem he weeps over the city (Luke 19:38–42, see also Matt. 23:37). 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells his hearers to love their enemies (Matt. 5:43–47). 

1 Corinthians 13 is well known as the chapter that describes true love. Mark 8:22–25 is 

just one example of Jesus’ love for the people that resulted in a miracle of healing. We 

are to look to the needs of others, as did Jesus (Phil. 2:3–5). Faith without works is dead 

(James 2:14–17).  

 

Comment  

 If we truly believe then there will be results in our lives. We cannot keep this 

good news of God to ourselves! In the same way when we fall in love we want to talk 

about the one we love, so too with Jesus. He is not only our Savior and Redeemer, he is 

our dearest and closest Friend. He told us that he calls us friends. 

 As a result we want to introduce our wonderful God and Friend to others. This is 

what witness and service is all about—demonstrating in our own lives the nature and 

character of the God we believe in, the Friend in whom we trust. 

 We are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). If this is so, what are we to do, 

and what are we to say? While we are very much in this world, how are we not “of” it? 
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Does this mean some kind of proud disengagement? Then what of the practical 

application—for the theory may seem clear, but in practice… 

 Some criticize our involvement in human organizations. But are we not called to 

witness for God and the truth wherever? Most importantly, how will those outside our 

community come to know the God we love and admire? It is not just a question of 

traditional evangelism—it is how we live our lives before the on-looking universe. 

 “God was in Christ bringing the world back from hostility to friendship with him, 

not counting anyone’s sins against them, and giving us this message to change his 

enemies into his friends. So we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God is pleading 

through us: “Please, won’t you come back and be God’s friend?” 2 Cor. 5:19, 20 FBV. 

 We are ambassadors for Christ because he has given us his message of 

reconciliation. So how do we explain what this message is, and how do we demonstrate it 

unless we become involved? This does not mean adopting the value system and practices 

of this world. But it does mean meeting people where they are, sharing the good news, 

and helping others understand the wonderful truth of God as he truly is.  

 It is my sincere conviction that we have not so much a duty but an amazing 

opportunity to share with all people at all levels the wonderful good news of God as he 

truly is, to reveal he is not as the Enemy has described him, and that he will save and 

heal—not just us—but the whole universe as his character is understood and admired by 

all his admiring children. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Jesus desired to awaken inquiry. He sought to arouse the careless, and impress 

truth upon the heart. Parable teaching was popular, and commanded the respect and 

attention, not only of the Jews, but of the people of other nations. No more effective 

method of instruction could He have employed. If His hearers had desired a knowledge 

of divine things, they might have understood His words; for He was always willing to 

explain them to the honest inquirer.  {COL 20-1} 

 A Christian reveals true humility by showing the gentleness of Christ, by being 

always ready to help others, by speaking kind words and performing unselfish acts, 

which elevate and ennoble the most sacred message that has come to our world. {CET 

74} 

 There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were 

given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater results would 

be seen. The poor are to be relieved, the sick cared for, the sorrowing and the bereaved 

comforted, the ignorant instructed, the inexperienced counseled. We are to weep with those 

that weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice. Accompanied by the power of persuasion, the 

power of prayer, the power of the love of God, this work will not, cannot, be without fruit. 

{MH 143-4}   

 In His life Jesus of Nazareth differed from all other men. . . . From the beginning 

of His ministry men began more clearly to comprehend the character of God. . . . Christ’s 

mission on earth was to reveal to men that God was not a despot, but a heavenly Father, 

full of love and mercy for His children. {HP 14} 

 When the object of his mission was attained,--the revelation of God to the 

world,—the Son of God announced that his work was accomplished, and that the 

character of the Father was made manifest to men. {ST, January 20, 1890} 
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