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6. Jesus Mingled With People (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 1:22, 23; John 1:14; Luke 15:3–24; Matt. 9:10–13; Ps. 51:17; 1 

John 2:16; Phil. 2:13–15; Luke 15:1, 2. 

 

Quotes 

• Do the right thing. It will gratify some people and astonish the rest. Mark Twain 

• There is no respect for others without humility in one's self. Henri Frederic Amiel 

• It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as 

angels. Augustine 

• If thou desire the love of God and man, be humble, for the proud heart, as it loves 

none but itself, is beloved of none but itself. Humility enforces where neither 

virtue, nor strength, nor reason can prevail. Francis Quarles 

• I will be a man among men; and no longer a dreamer among shadows. Longfellow 

• My father said there were two kinds of people in the world: givers and takers. The 

takers may eat better, but the givers sleep better. Marlo Thomas 

 

Questions 

 What do we learn from the fact that Jesus mingled with people? What does this 

say about his nature and character? The Pharisees complained about his associations with 

people they saw as “sinners”—shouldn’t we too avoid giving offence regarding the 

people we are seen with? How do we best “mingle with people” yet avoid problems? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Matt. 1:22, 23 the angel announces the birth of Immanuel: God with us. The 

Word became flesh and dwelt with us (John 1:14). Jesus teaches the parable of the lost 

sheep in Luke 15:3–24. Jesus tells those who criticize his associations that he came to call 

sinners, not the “righteous”! (Matt. 9:10–13. See also Luke 15:1, 2). In Ps. 51:17 David 

says God does not despise a broken and contrite heart. Sinfulness comes from us as we 

are part of the world (1 John 2:16). While we are in the world, we are to remain 

blameless and pure (Phil. 2:13–15).  

 

Comment  
 Jesus spent his time with people in whatever community he found himself. He 

was familiar with the mess of the human experience. Consequently “the common people 

heard him gladly” because he met them right where they were. Add to that was the 

simplicity of his teaching. He used no long words. His words, simple yet profound, were 

illustrated by stories and nailed down with easily remembered sayings. He had no desire 

for power or position—he was “the Son of Man”—just a man among men, mingling with 

humanity, trying to help them out of their fatal situation and to be healed for eternity. 

 When Jesus refers to himself, it’s always in a self-effacing manner as you would 

expect from the other-centered God he came to reveal. In fact Jesus takes for himself the 

identifier of the “Son of man,” which at the time really meant “just anybody.” Just a man, 

a member of the human race, a human being. That is Jesus’ chosen self-identification—

eighty times in the gospels Jesus refers to himself by that expression: e.g. Luke 9:58; 

19:10; Matt. 16:13. 
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Jesus is the Son of man. He identifies with us in our humanity. He does not claim 

anything more than being a man among men, a type of the whole race. In Hebrew the 

term is ben adam—son of Adam, and Adam means man. Not only were Cain, Abel and 

Seth “ben adam,” sons of Adam. We too are sons of Adam. Jesus also was a son of 

Adam, a “Son of man.”  

Son of man means man—the Psalmist uses this in his parallelism: “What is man 

that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” Psalm 8:4 NIV. 

When God speaks to Ezekiel, over and over (in fact 93 times!) he uses the term “son of 

man,” emphasizing man’s feebleness in contrast to God’s greatness. 

Interestingly the term “Son of man” is also used in Daniel 7 to reference a divine 

being, expanding the content of the term. Jesus also points to the “suffering servant” 

aspect of the Son of man (Mark 8:31, 9:12).  

The Son of man is not only the glorious, divine being. He is also the suffering 

servant, the man going to his death at the hands of men. That the Son of man should be 

killed was utterly unthinkable. But he was, and by using this title, Jesus summed up the 

whole meaning and purpose of his life and ministry. 

For why did he come? What was his mission? In expressing so many of his 

deeper teachings, Jesus says that he came—the movement of God to us: “The Son of man 

came to search for and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:10 FBV); “even the Son of 

man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45 FBV); “the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 

them” (Luke 9:56 KJV). Jesus came for a purpose: “For I came down from heaven not to 

do what I want, but to do what the One who sent me wants.” (John 6:38 FBV).  “He came 

to his own people, but they didn’t accept him” (John 1:11 FBV), a coming not in terms of 

the terrible judgment of God, but to save us (see John 12:47).  

At the heart of the message of God’s love in Jesus is that the Son of God came 

from heaven (John 3:13, 6:38, “from above” John 8:23), he came to earth and fallen 

humanity. That is the greatest truth of the gospel. We do not have to approach God--

which is impossible in any case. He comes to us. He comes to us where we are. He comes 

so that God may be with us and heal/save us. Jesus says that he came to call sinners to 

repentance (see Luke 5:32). That is the truth of God’s approach to us in the person of 

Jesus Christ. The mission of Jesus was to reveal the nature and character of the Father. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ came to preach the gospel to the poor. He reached the people where they 

were. He brought plain, simple truth to their comprehension. How simple his language! 

Even the poorest, the unlearned and ignorant, could understand him. Not one needed go 

to a dictionary to obtain the meaning of the high-sounding titles or words that fell from 

the lips of the greatest Teacher the world ever knew. {RH, July 19, 1887} 

 The only way in which he could set and keep men right was to make himself 

visible and familiar to their eyes. That men might have salvation he came directly to man, 

and became a partaker of his nature.  {ST, January 20, 1890} 

 Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Savior 

mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, He 

ministered to their needs and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” 

{MH 143} 
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