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5. Jesus on Community Outreach (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 4:16–19, 10:25–37, Matt. 5:13, Isa. 2:8, John 4:35–38, Matt. 

13:3–9; Matt. 4:23. 

 

Quotes 

• The message of Jesus is summed up partly in the Sermon on the Mount, and 

partly when he begins his ministry and quotes the passage from Isaiah: “I have 

come to set free the prisoners and restore sight to the blind.” And certainly, his 

mission is also to bring hope. It was to heal people, to befriend the outcast. Dan 

Wakefield 

• If we were left to ourselves with the task of taking the gospel to the world, we 

would immediately begin planning innovative strategies and plotting elaborate 

schemes. We would organize conventions, develop programs, and create 

foundations… But Jesus is so different from us. With the task of taking the gospel 

to the world, he wandered through the streets and byways…All He wanted was a 

few men who would think as He did, love as He did, see as He did, teach as He 

did and serve as He did. All He needed was to revolutionize the hearts of a few, 

and they would impact the world. David Platt 

• Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world. For, indeed, that's 

all who ever have. Margaret Mead 

• If the gospel is old news to you, it will be dull news to everyone else. Kevin 

DeYoung 

 

Questions 
 Would Jesus have described his mission as “Community Outreach”? What was 

the source of Jesus’ commitment to his ministry? What can we learn from the way in 

which Jesus worked? In what ways can we teach and heal as Jesus did? What does this 

say about the God we claim to believe in?  

 

Bible summary 

 Luke 4:16–19 describes Jesus’ visit to the synagogue at Nazareth and his reading 

from the Isaiah scroll, announcing his ministry to the poor, prisoners, blind, and 

oppressed. Luke 10:25–37 gives us the parable of the good Samaritan. Jesus tells his 

disciples “You are the salt of the earth” in Matt. 5:13. The challenge of dealing with a 

land full of idols is described in Isa. 2:8. The need for workers for the harvest is identified 

by Jesus in John 4:35–38, while the parable of the Sower (Matt. 13:3–9) shows the first 

step. “Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, telling the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing all the diseases and illnesses the people had.” Matt. 

4:23 FBV. 

 

Comment   
 Members of the church give many different answers when asked for the meaning 

and mission of the Adventist message. To some it is bound up with their social background, 

a familiar place that has always been part of their life. In this way of thinking, the mission is 

to continue the way we always have—a sanctuary from the disturbing trends on the outside. 
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 For others the mission is one of various themes that though important, fail to capture 

the real gospel of Jesus. Whether it’s the Sabbath, or vegetarianism, or Armageddon, we end 

up majoring in minors—taking something and making it central when only Jesus is central. 

 When it comes to sharing with others not of our faith, this “Community Outreach,” 

even that can sound very programmatic. We may even develop work books and seminars 

and PowerPoint presentations to instruct the faithful (and no, I’m not against training 

either!) 

 The problem is that we seem to have forgotten who we are and what our central 

focus should be. Rather like actors who’ve forgotten their lines, we puzzle over our 

identity and wonder about what is the message we should be giving to the world? What 

were we meant to be saying? 

 What is the gospel? We can all mouth the words about telling others about Jesus, 

even quote texts like “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  

 But if we don’t mean it, if it doesn’t change us, if our lives don’t show God, we 

haven’t got the Gospel and the truth is not in us. We are tongue-tied with nothing to say. 

All the other versions of the gospel are frauds because they replace the essential truth 

with something different. The gospel is about a person—a God who loves you, and whom 

you love, and who wants to love all his misguided, floundering children. The good news 

is not to be equated to healthy living or a caring community or anything else, however 

laudable. It’s not about the church. It’s not about ourselves.  

 It’s about God. 

 “It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. Men 

are losing their knowledge of His character. It has been misunderstood and 

misinterpreted. At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a message 

illuminating in its influence and saving in its power. His character is to be made known. 

Into the darkness of the world is to be shed the light of His glory, the light of His 

goodness, mercy, and truth... The last rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to 

be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love.” {COL415}  

 How about making the gospel the good news about God?  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The work of God in this earth can never be finished until the men and women 

comprising our church membership rally to the work, and unite their efforts with those of 

ministers and church officers."-- Gospel Workers, p. 352. 

 In the gospel the character of Christ is portrayed. As He descended step by step 

from His throne, His divinity was veiled in humanity; but in His miracles, His doctrines, 

His sufferings, His betrayal, His mockery, His trial, His death by crucifixion, His grave 

among the rich, His resurrection, His 40 days upon earth, His ascension, His triumph, His 

priesthood, are inexhaustible treasures of wisdom, recorded for us by inspiration in the 

Word of God. ...  time will not be sufficient to exhaust the wonders of salvation, but 

through everlasting ages, Christ will be the science and the song of the redeemed soul. 

New developments of the perfection and glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ will be 

forever unfolding. And now there must be perfect reliance upon His merit and grace; 

there must be distrust of self, and living faith in Him  {ST November 24, 1890}  
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