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4. Justice and Mercy in the Old Testament: Part 2 (3Q 2016—Church in the 

Community) 

 

Biblical material: Ezek. 37:1–14; Eph. 2:10; Ezek. 47:1–8; Matt. 5:16; Rev. 22:1, 2; Isa. 

61:1–11; Ezek. 47:9. 

 

Quotes 

• I am a most noteworthy sinner, but I have cried out to the Lord for grace and 

mercy, and they have covered me completely. I have found the sweetest 

consolation since I made it my whole purpose to enjoy His marvelous Presence. 

Christopher Columbus 

• I have always found that mercy bears richer fruits than strict justice. Abraham 

Lincoln 

• A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just. Pope Francis 

• But mercy is above this sceptred sway; It is enthroned in the hearts of kings, It is 

an attribute to God himself; And earthly power doth then show likest God's, 

When mercy seasons justice. William Shakespeare 

• If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the 

oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you 

are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality. Bishop Desmond Tutu 

• Power is of two kinds. One is obtained by the fear of punishment and the other by 

acts of love. Power based on love is a thousand times more effective and 

permanent then the one derived from fear of punishment. Gandhi 

 

Questions 

 How do we understand dry bones coming to life and rivers of water as 

illustrations of mercy and justice? It’s clear that legislation cannot make us right—so 

what do we really need? How do we usually see God working in the Old Testament, and 

what false conclusions can we mistakenly draw? How do we show our trust in God? 

 

Bible summary 

  Ezek. 37:1–14 tells the story of the dry bones of a formal religion coming to life 

when God’s inspiring Spirit comes. Similarly Ezek. 47:1–8 describes the river flowing 

from the Temple of God that refreshes the whole land, and even turns the Dead Sea fresh! 

Where this river flows, everything will live. This is paralleled in Rev. 22:1, 2 where the 

water of life flows from God’s throne. God in Christ created us to do good works (Eph. 

2:10), and as we let our light shine we glorify our heavenly Father (Matt. 5:16). Isa. 61:1–

11 (quoted in part by Jesus at the synagogue in Nazareth) shows us that God always acts 

rightly (justice) and is inherently right (mercy).  

 

Comment 

 There is much misunderstanding about God’s judgment. Generally this is seen as 

negative, something to be avoided. But from a Biblical perspective, it is not only necessary, 

but desirable! In fact the basis for many of the words used for judgment is to “bring out 

right.” Don’t we want God to make things right, to bring out the right from every situation? 



2 

 

In the justice of God’s judgment, what’s happening is that right is being restored. And that is 

certainly not incompatible with grace. 

For God “wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth,” (1 Tim. 2:4 

NLT)—showing that it’s not just saving us that’s important, but that as part of the answer 

in the great controversy it’s important that we understand and agree with God exactly 

what is true. Then and only then can we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18 NLT). God is not looking for obedient, 

unquestioning servants but understanding friends: trustworthy children who agree with 

their loving Father over what is true and right. They walk in the light, following God’s 

commands—not because they are compelled to do so, but because they would never wish 

to do otherwise. 

 God came to be with us, to take on humanity, so that we could see and 

understand, and by his grace become like him. We are to be participants in the divine 

nature (2 Peter 1:4). The most important aspect of Christ’s coming to human beings was 

to reveal God in his true nature—in contrast to all Satan’s misrepresentations. Without 

Jesus, the image of God would continue to be warped and misunderstood. Who would 

want to be saved into the presence of a divine dictator, cruel and severe? To counter the 

charges of the Devil, God comes in person. 

The more you read of the kind of person God truly is, the less you have to be 

fearful of Him. In the Bible, God comes to human beings, and the first words are, “Don’t 

be afraid!” Why not? Because this returning God is not a stranger. “This same Jesus shall 

return…” the angels told the amazed disciples who watched Jesus leave earth for heaven. 

This same Jesus is defined in the gospels, and is the proof of God as He really is—the 

God of love and truth and right, who will save all who come to Him. Ultimately, perfect 

love casts out fear…  

 So what kind of God do you believe in, and do you trust him? Like everything 

else in life, it depends on your relationship, and how the person has acted. Take a look 

back through the Bible and you’ll find example upon example of how God deals with 

people just like us. More than that, the Bible records God’s intentions which history 

shows came true. Prophecy as it fulfils is another guarantee that God is “working his 

purpose out,” and that He can be trusted. So when Jesus says “I will come again,” (John 

14:3), you’re certainty is based on all the proof of God through history. 

 Why? Because God is a God of immense grace, who will always do what is right, 

and especially in the judgment acts to set everything right. This is a God who is truly to 

be glorified, one who is always acting for our best, and who loves us with an eternal love. 

How could we not love such a God? 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Every act, every deed of justice and mercy and benevolence, makes music in 

heaven. The Father from His throne beholds and numbers the performer of them with His 

most precious treasures. {RH, August 16, 1881} 

 Christ regards all acts of mercy, benevolence, and thoughtful consideration for the 

unfortunate, the blind, the lame, the sick, the widow, and the orphan, as done to Himself; 

and these works are preserved in the heavenly records, and will be rewarded. {3T 512-3} 

 Mercy is an attribute that the human agent may share with God. {IHP 238} 
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