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13. How Shall We Wait? (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 24:35–25:46, 2 Peter 3, James 2:14–26, John 4:35–38, 1 Cor. 

3:6–8, Rev. 21:1–4; Rom 12:11-13. 

 

Quotes 

• Hoping is disciplined waiting. E. Hoffmann 

• How much of human life is lost in waiting. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• It is strange... that the years teach us patience; that the shorter our time, the greater 

our capacity for waiting. Elizabeth Taylor 

• We must be willing to let go of the life we have planned, so as to have the life that 

is waiting for us. E M Forster 

• God assures us of a future that is better than all our past. J. Charles Stern 

• My future is as bright as the promises of God. Adoniram Judson 

 

Questions 

 Why is it important to wait on God? How do we wait—what does this mean in 

practice? How does an attitude of patience relate to the issues in the great controversy? 

Why is it so hard to be patient at times? What can impatience lead to? How is a lack of 

patience an attitude of distrust in God, and doing it our way? 

 

Bible summary 

  Matt. 24:35–25:46 gives us the promise of Jesus’ coming and the parables of 

waiting. 2 Peter 3 tells of the coming of the Lord and the need for patience. The way in 

which we wait is shown in James 2:14–26, showing that our trust must be shown in what 

we do as we occupy until Jesus comes. Jesus explains the harvest (John 4:35–38) and that 

we need to work together, reaping where we have not sown etc. (Similarly 1 Cor. 3:6–8).  

The glorious objective of a new heaven and a new earth is detailed in Rev. 21:1–4. The 

way we are to wait is spelled out: “Don’t be unwilling to work hard; serve the Lord with 

an enthusiastic spirit. Remain cheerful in the hope you have, put up with the troubles that 

come, keep on praying. Share in providing for the needs of God’s people, and welcome 

strangers with hospitality.”  Rom 12:11-13 FBV.  

 

Comment 

 We live in “the time between.” We live between the resurrection of Jesus and his 

glorious return. And we don’t like to wait, do we? Commenting on the waiting time, 

James White commented, “The position of suspense is not the most happy one.” James 

White, Life Incidents, Vol. 1, (Battle Creek, MI: Steam Press of the Seventh-day 

Adventist Pub. Assn., 1868), p.337. 

 The “waiting time”  is one of tension. We live between the  “already” and the  

“not yet.” While we recognize that the Lord is now slow in keeping his promise, and we 

continue to live in hope, it’s hard to wait. 

 But that’s what we’re told to do. However this is no idleness, but rather an active 

involvement in this world, while we wait for the final fulfillment of God’s promises. 

Usually waiting suggests inactivity, but not for the Christian. As Jesus told his hearers, 

“Occupy till I come.” Waiting is normally associated with delays and bad planning on 
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somebody’s part, but here waiting is God’s opportunity to work, particularly for others 

and for the fulfillment of the plan of salvation. As Peter makes clear, “The Lord is not 

slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 NIV).  

 Our waiting is not wasted time. It is time filled with expectation, and action. It is 

time for our preparation, and more importantly, time to be able to share the truth with 

others so that they too may become God’s friends. If God is so patient with us, can’t we 

be patient with those around us, encouraging them to discover the joy of a life-long 

relationship with our trustworthy God? 

 Instead of waiting on God, how often do we rush to action, or run away! Waiting 

may not always be the most comfortable, but in our relationship with God, it’s essential. 

For in the same way God has to wait and give time for truth to be demonstrated, so we 

too have to patiently wait for the eventual vindication of truth and right. For though it 

may be difficult to continue to hope in the “time between,” the story of the ten virgins 

makes it clear that we need to be ready and prepared, and not to lose hope. We are in the 

waiting time, and hope is what keeps us alive until the coming of the Bridegroom. 

 “How long do we have to wait?” is the unspoken cry. Can we continue to preach 

the soon second advent after so many years? Are we not like the little boy who kept on 

crying “Wolf!”? 

 How long, O Lord? Daniel asked the question. So did Habakkuk. And Zechariah. 

Job too. David in the Psalms. The martyred saints in Revelation ask God the same 

question. We all want to know, “How long?” 

I must admit I hate to wait. I’m part of the “now generation.” I want it all, and I 

want it now! Standing in line, waiting to be served, being patient—that’s not me. I can 

feel the seconds, minutes, hours of my life dripping away like precious water onto 

parched desert sands. While others may be content to stand in their precise lines, inching 

closer to their objective, I want immediacy. I’m forever looking at my watch wondering 

how long this is all going to take. I scratch my head wondering why things have to take 

so long. I think of everything I have to do, everything I’d rather be doing. I just don’t 

have time to wait, I tell myself. 

I’m simply not a waiting kind of person, and when some wise guy quotes Milton 

at me: “They also serve who only stand and wait.” I have a problem. I admit it. My 

attitude shows several personal deficiencies. Consequently I strive to hold my feelings in 

check. But I really do hate to wait! 

Then I read verses like: “The Lord is good unto them that wait for him “ (Lam. 

3:25), or  “Blessed is the one who waits.” (Dan. 12:12), or  “Wait for the Lord; be strong 

and take heart and wait for the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14 NIV). Now what? If it’s so good to 

wait then how can I wait? How do I wait? 

All this talk about waiting makes me think about time, and what we do to it! We 

pass time, kill time, mark time, spend time, take time, waste time. Most of these ideas 

suggest that time is something to be used, disposed of, before we get what we really 

want. In other words our waiting is the boring part that has to be endured before we get 

what we’re waiting for. Waiting is inactivity, waiting is unexciting, waiting is boring. 

Waiting is a negative experience, we conclude. If only we didn’t have to waste time 

waiting… 
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But waiting with God, waiting for God, is a whole different experience. When 

David writes, “Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.” (Psalm 

62:5 NLT), he must have meant something more than sitting down with his feet up! The 

idea that we should be waiting for God doesn’t give us an excuse for inaction and 

idleness, like commuters in some divinely-inspired traffic jam. In fact quite the opposite: 

in Jesus’ story of the two men waiting for their master to return, their waiting was a busy 

time of preparation. This is waiting for the Lord—being ready, occupying till he comes. 

(Luke 19:13, see also 1 Cor. 1:7). That’s fine for me, because it means I don’t have to sit 

around kicking my heels—I can plan ahead and turn my waiting into expectation and 

anticipation. 

Nor are we expected to sit around waiting for the Lord to act. Waiting on God 

really means putting your trust and confidence in him—knowing that he too is busy with 

his preparations that include you! We say with David as he speaks to God:  “My hope is 

in you. “ (Psalm 39:7). 

Imagine you’ve been waiting for ages and ages in the “waiting room.” You’re 

bored silly, going out of your mind with frustration. You’ve even counted all the tiles on 

the floor and the number of knots in the wood paneling. Your time of waiting seems like 

it’s never going to end. Then along comes a friend, and you’re immediately distracted 

from your wait. You talk together, immersed in each other’s company. And before you 

know it, you’re at the front of the line and the long wait is over. In fact it hardly seemed 

like a wait at all in the presence of your friend. “But those who trust in the LORD will find 

new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow 

weary. They will walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31 NLT). 

 I still hate to wait. But I know that one day there’ll be an end to my waiting, and 

on the edge of eternity I’ll be able to say,  “Look, this is my God. I’ve waited for him, 

and he will save me.” (see Isaiah 25:9). And so I’ll wait...  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Many lights are burning dimly, and some are going out. Among those who 

profess to be waiting for the Lord, many are like the foolish virgins; they have no oil in 

the vessel with their lamps. When the cry is heard,  “Behold the Bridegroom cometh; go 

ye out to meet him, “ who among us will be found with our lamps trimmed and burning, 

and go in with him to the marriage feast? {RH, January 19, 1897} 

 We are in the waiting time; let your loins be girded about, and your lights 

burning, waiting for the Lord when he returneth from the wedding, that when he cometh 

and knocketh you may open to him immediately. Watch the first dimming of your light, 

the first neglect of prayer, the first symptom of spiritual slumber. He that endureth unto 

the end shall be saved. It is by the constant exercise of faith and love that believers are 

made to shine as lights in the world. You are making but poor preparation for the 

Master’s coming, if, when he appears, you must present to him talents that you have 

buried in the earth,--talents neglected, abused, misused, a divided love, serving mammon 

while professedly serving God. {RH, January 9, 1883} 

 We do not depend on God as we should. Let us leave unsaid every word of 

complaint. Talk faith and courage while waiting for God. . . . {HP 74} 

 Watch, pray, work. Watching, working, and waiting for the Lord: this is our 

proper position. {1NL 93} 
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