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12. Urban Ministry in the End Time (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 18:1–28; Exod. 2:23–25; Matt. 13:3–9, 18–23; John 15:12, 13; 2 

Pet. 3:9; Jer. 29:7. 

 

Quotes 

• All cities are mad: but the madness is gallant. All cities are beautiful, but the 

beauty is grim. Christopher Morley 

• Whenever I happen to be in a city of any size, I marvel that riots do not break out 

everyday: Massacres, unspeakable carnage, a doomsday chaos. How can so many 

human beings coexist in a space so confined without hating each other to death? 

Emil Cioran 

• We’re living in the disturbed societies of cities. I think modern technology is one 

of the worst things human beings have invented. Marina Abramovic 

• Here in the big city people spend their time thinking about work and about 

money; they don’t give some value to friendships and it can be depressing. 

Adriana Lima 

• You know you’re in L.A. when you can just hear sirens all the time. Cassie Steele 

• In a big city like L.A. you can spend a lot of time surrounded by hundreds of 

people yet you feel like an alien or a ghost or something. Morley 

 

Questions 

 How would you summarize the specific challenges of urban ministry? How do we 

make the story of Jesus relevant to those who live in the cities? In what way does city life 

conflict with Christian living? How can we live in cities and be in the world but not of the 

world? How do we see the great controversy working out in the cities? 

 

Bible summary 

  Paul experiences problems in Corinth, one of the big cities of his day (Acts 18:1–

28). God’s people end up in slavery in Pharaoh’s cities (Exod. 2:23–25). The parable of 

the Sower needs some explaining to a city-dweller! (Matt. 13:3–9). In John 15:12, 13 

Jesus tells us to love as he loved, laying down our lives for friends. God waits patiently 

for the lost to come to him (2 Pet. 3:9). Even as his people are carried off to exile in 

Babylon, God calls on them to work for the peace and prosperity of the city (Jer. 29:7). 

 

Comment 

 The challenge of taking the gospel to the cities becomes greater by the day! 

Translating the eternal principles of Jesus into the experience of the concrete jungle is a 

continual challenge. Most of Jesus’ parables come from an agrarian society, and are hard 

for today’s city-dwellers to understand. God’s truth is ever the same, but we need to share 

it in a very different society and context. 

 One of the very few examples we have of “big city evangelism” from the Bible is 

the story of Jonah and Nineveh. However that hardly seems a helpful example, at least 

from the perspective of Jonah’s evangelism!  

 What exactly was the “word of the Lord” that came to Jonah? In the description 

of his preaching, all we know is the “forty days before destruction” message. Was this all 



2 

 

Jonah said? Or was there also some description and discussion of the nature and character 

of God behind this threat? Otherwise what point would there have been to give such a 

message—the Ninevites would only have exchanged one hostile god for another.  

 We often receive second chances—in fact every new day is another chance to 

come to know God better and more truly represent him to the world around us. The 

challenge is not to be more like Jonah—for he is very much the  “anti-hero “ in the 

story—but to be more like the God who wants to save and heal all of his misguided and 

rebellious children, whether from Israel or from Nineveh, whether from Church or from 

the capital cities of paganism. 

 The message is one of rapidly approaching doom, and that surely applies to our 

cities today. But is that what God really wants to communicate? For while he may 

threaten and shout, what is God really trying to achieve? Isn’t it the same as always—that 

sin-sick rebels might turn to him, might choose him and his salvation?  “For why will you 

die?” he calls out, when I can heal and save you? Here, as everywhere, God is 

desperately pleading for his lost children to return. He uses every method—even hellfire 

preachers such as perhaps Jonah was—to bring anyone who will to the point of listening 

and considering. The message is not the bombastic raging of some divine maniac but the 

urgent calls of a loving Father. The message is not “Unless you obey, you will be 

destroyed” but come to me and find true salvation. 

 Our message must be tailored to the audience. We must meet the people where 

they are, as Jesus did. We must address their needs, and speak their language. Most of all 

we have to live among them, showing them God in our everyday lives.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The lesson is for God’s messengers today, when the cities of the nations are as 

verily in need of a knowledge of the attributes and purposes of the true God as were the 

Ninevites of old… The only city that will endure is the city whose builder and maker is 

God… The Lord Jesus is calling upon men to strive with sanctified ambition to secure the 

immortal inheritance. {CC 230} 

 When I think of the cities in which so little has been done, in which there are so 

many thousands to be warned of the soon coming of the Saviour, I feel an intensity of 

desire to see men and women going forth to the work in the power of the Spirit, filled 

with Christ’s love for perishing souls. {4T 40}  

 Oh, that we might see the needs of these cities as God sees them! At such a time 

as this every hand is to be employed. The Lord is coming; the end is near, yea, it hasteth 

greatly! {9T 101} 

 As I consider the conditions in the cities that are so manifestly under the power of 

Satan, I ask myself the question, What will be the end of these things? The wickedness in 

many cities is increasing. Crime and iniquity are at work on every hand. New species of 

idolatry are continually being introduced into society. In every nation the minds of men 

are turning to the invention of some new thing. Rashness of deed and confusion of mind 

are everywhere increasing. Surely the cities of the earth are becoming like Sodom and 

Gomorrah. As a people we need to hasten the work in the cities, which has been hindered 

for lack of workers and means and a spirit of consecration. At this time, the people of 

God need to turn their hearts fully to him; for the end of all things is at hand. {RH  

January 25, 1912}  
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