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11. Jesus Bade Them,  “Follow Me” (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: John 10:1–5, 16; Luke 9:2; Rev. 14:6, 7; Luke 19:1–10; Acts 26:11–

27; Rev. 3:20. 

 

Quotes 

• Christ did not appoint professors, but followers. If Christianity ... is not 

reduplicated in the life of the person expounding it, then he does not expound 

Christianity, for Christianity is a message about living and can only be expounded 

by being realized in men’s lives. Soren Kierkegaard  

• The form that discipleship takes is conditioned by the historic times in which one 

lives, as well as by the context of an individual’s life, but the underlying principle 

remains the same: each of us is called by love to love; called out of our narrow 

individualism and our small private world, to allow ourselves to be “turned 

around” by the allurement of God, and to live for him, as Jesus did. Thelma Hall 

• It’s hard to remember that Jesus did not come to make us safe, but rather to make 

us disciples, citizens of God’s new age, a kingdom of surprise. Stanley Hauerwas 

• Embrace a formula or a list in order to “live the Christian life,” and you are 

doomed to frustration. Gene Edwards 

• Discipleship is the grooming of friends who can be trusted. Larry Neville 

• Jesus promised His disciples three things: that they would be entirely fearless, 

absurdly happy, and that they would get into trouble. W. Russell Maltby 

 

Questions 

 What is the real meaning of following Jesus? What are we meant to be learning? 

What are the possible misunderstandings of the concept of discipleship? How would you 

explain what it means to be a disciple of Jesus? What are disciples supposed to represent? 

How do we represent God to the world? What kind of disciples should we be? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus is the true shepherd of the sheep, and they follow him (John 10:1–5, 16). He 

sends out the disciples to proclaim the kingdom of God and heal the sick (Luke 9:2). The 

everlasting gospel in given in Rev. 14:6, 7. Salvation comes to Zaccaheus and his 

household because he chooses to follow Jesus (Luke 19:1–10). Paul gives his own 

personal witness as a follower of Jesus (Acts 26:11–27). Jesus stands knocking at the 

door (Rev. 3:20). 

 

Comment  

The accounts of the calling of the disciples stress the immediacy of the response. 

Immediately, at once, without delay. There was no indecision on the part of the disciples 

and they left everything to follow Jesus. Is this how it needs to be? 

Andrew’s clear report to his brother expresses conviction—but surely this is 

based on evidence. No one should follow another based on claims—and it’s interesting 

that Jesus does not make claims, but simply gives the invitation. So what are the lessons? 

Jesus simply is. He does not need to make any claims. The evidence is in himself, 

as he truly is. Jesus did not want disciples in the sense of servants. Rather he spoke about 



2 

 

his disciples as friends—because they would operate not at a level of unquestioning 

obedience, but thoughtful acceptance of all things true and right. 

What about imitating Jesus? Surely we are supposed to imitate him? The problem 

with imitation is that we often imitate what we can see—the outward aspects. What Jesus 

pleads for is our thoughtful understanding, not a thoughtless imitation. When he prays to 

the father for our oneness, it is a oneness of understanding of the truth about God, not a 

uniformity of practice.  

 In all his actions, and in his invitation for us to follow, Jesus never laid out a 

“disciples’ manual.” It is not about following a course, or achieving a pass in the 

discipleship exam. It’s about knowing the person, and identifying with his thoughts and 

convictions, his beliefs and goals. It’s ironic that when the disciples asked Jesus to teach 

them to pray, and he gave them thoughtful insights with which to begin, we the disciples 

took such guidelines and turned them into a chant to be recited! Vain repetitions of 

prayers gain nothing. The problem, said Jesus, quoting Isaiah, is with disciples who don’t 

think, who believe they just have to do what they’re told:  “These people honor me with 

their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are 

but rules taught by men.” (Mt. 15:8, 9 NIV). 

 Jesus stressed this point time and again in his teaching. His desire is not for 

followers who will just go along with things. He is not looking for numbers to prove 

popularity. He knows that the ones shouting hosanna one day will be shouting crucify the 

next. He wants honest disciples who will think and question, not look to their own self-

righteousness and pride, but who are teachable and open to God. In fact disciples who are 

filled with a sense of their own importance are a liability to God. It’s not about rule-based 

obedience, but a heartfelt need of God in our human hopelessness, placing ourselves in 

the hands of the only Being in the universe who can heal the damage of sin and restore us 

into his image once again. True discipleship means understanding the real basis of our 

relationship with God! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 With the calling of John and Andrew and Simon, of Philip and Nathanael, began 

the foundation of the Christian church. John directed two of his disciples to Christ. Then 

one of these, Andrew, found his brother, and called him to the Saviour. Philip was then 

called, and he went in search of Nathanael. These examples should teach us the 

importance of personal effort, of making direct appeals to our kindred, friends, and 

neighbors. . . . {CC 280} 

 Man will find rest in complying with the conditions of the invitation. And the call 

is not to a few, but to all. Christ is the Redeemer of the world. His greatest message to the 

world was, “Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 

your souls.”  “If any man will come after me,” he said,  “let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross daily, and follow me.” Jesus accepted that cross, with all its humiliation and 

suffering, that he might make it possible for every member of the human family to follow 

in his footsteps. He requires of human beings nothing which, in his own humanity, he has 

not himself borne. He knows that the strength of man in itself is wholly inefficient; but he 

also knows that the provision made is ample and abundant, able to strengthen him, and 

make him capable of responding to the call. {RH, December 6, 1898} 
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