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10. Jesus Won Their Confidence (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 15:6, Num. 14:11, 1 Cor. 3:1–9, Dan. 6:1–3, Neh. 2:1–9, Deut. 

4:1–9, Acts 2:42–47; Luke 5:15. 

 

Quotes 

• Learning to trust is one of life’s most difficult tasks. Isaac Watts 

• To be trusted is a greater compliment than to be loved. George Macdonald 

• Our distrust is very expensive. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• Faith is not belief. Belief is passive. Faith is active. Edith Hamilton 

• Unthinking faith is a curious offering to be made to the creator of the human 

mind. John A Hutchinson 

• Faith is no irresponsible shot in the dark. It is a responsible trust in God, who 

knows the desires of your hearts, the dreams you are given, and the goals you 

have set. He will guide your paths right. Robert Schuller 

 

Questions 

 What is the basis for our trust in God? In what ways can we encourage one 

another to trust in a trustworthy God? Why was Jesus so concerned to win the confidence 

of others? How do we best express our trust in Jesus? How do we follow the example of 

Jesus and win people’s confidence? How does this fit into the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 15:6 tells us Abraham was counted as righteous because he believed the 

Lord. In Num. 14:11 God complains to Moses that his people refuse to believe in him. 1 

Cor. 3:1–9 reminds us that we work together to build up the church, and that we are not 

looking for personal credit. Daniel so won the king’s confidence that he was placed in 

charge of running the whole kingdom (Dan. 6:1–3). Nehemiah is trusted by the king and 

sent to Jerusalem (Neh. 2:1–9). God urges his people to trust him and follow his ways 

(Deut. 4:1–9). The early Christians followed the way Jesus had told them to the great 

benefit of all (Acts 2:42–47). Crowds came to Jesus because they trusted him to heal 

them (Luke 5:15.). 

 

Comment  

 When we talk about winning someone’s confidence, we mean that we have 

gained their trust. At its heart, that is what went wrong in the beginning: Adam and Eve 

believed the serpent, and distrusted God. As Paul says “whatever is not of faith (trusting 

God) is sin.” (Romans 14:23). Jesus’ mission was to win back our confidence, our trust in 

God, by a clear and full revelation of who God truly is. 

 Back in Genesis we discover a crisis of trust. You remember the story. A definite 

doubting of God and what he said. A crisis of trust in the Garden of Eden. Trusting the 

serpent instead of God.  

So when God comes looking for Adam and Eve, they hide. They believe the 

Devil’s lies that God is going to be furious with them, that he is a hard and cruel God 

who is going to hurt them. God comes saying:  “Where are you?” 
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How does Adam reply?  “I heard you in the garden and I was afraid.” This is the 

first time fear is mentioned in the Bible. Why? Because they did not trust God, because 

they believed the lies of the Devil about what God was like. A crisis of trust. And God 

cannot restore trust simply and easily. It has taken from Creation till now for God to 

begin to restore the trust that we lost, to prove to everyone that he truly is trustworthy. 

For us to trust someone we have to know them well. Before we lend someone 

money we like to know that we’ll get our money back! We want to know something 

about that person so that we can have confidence in them. And how do we develop that 

trust? By getting to know them, spending time with them, watching how they behave. 

This is what we have to do with God. He wants to win back our trust, and so all 

the Bible is a record of how he acts and behaves; details of the reasons why we can 

confidently trust him. Above all else, Jesus, the God who came to us, is the 

demonstration that we can have complete and total trust in him. By his life and death he 

illustrates the truth, laying bare the Devil’s lie; and shows us that the God of the still 

small voice is right, and we can believe in him. 

 When Jesus walked this earth, he had time for the children. Why? In Luke 18:15-17 

we read the happy scene of folk bringing their babies to Jesus. Why? No magic—they 

just wanted him to pray for them too. But the disciples are sure that Jesus—and the God 

he represents—wouldn’t be bothered with such minor details. They shoo them away, and 

tell them off. But they are misrepresenting God. For Jesus wants to be with the children, 

and smile with them for a little while. He wants to show them who God really is. Jesus 

tells his disciples and the people:  “The Kingdom belongs to them! And if you are not 

like them, you won’t enter it!” 

What Jesus is saying is that we must relate to God as our Father in the way a child 

here relates to his/her parents. We must trust. Or to use a religious word, we must have 

faith. Faith in God is reasonable, and based on evidence. That’s what God wants—not 

some blind unthinking faith that can lead us to some completely mistaken ideas about 

himself. 

 Our childlike trust in God is based on the evidence of God as a completely 

trustworthy person. That’s what the Bible is for—to show us what God is like in his 

dealings with humanity. That’s what Jesus came to demonstrate personally—that God 

can be trusted: completely and fully. There is no doubt! And that’s what we have to 

discover in our own experience: that we can place ourselves in God’s hands without any 

doubts at all. It’s all a question of trust.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Looking to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of the faith.... In His care we may rest 

safely, saying, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee.” Psalm 56:3. To all who put 

their trust in Him, God will fulfill His promise. {AA 467} 

 Jesus was ever a lover of children. He accepted their childish sympathy and their 

open, unaffected love. The grateful praise from their pure lips was music in His ears, and 

refreshed His spirit when oppressed by contact with crafty and hypocritical men. 

Wherever the Saviour went, the benignity of His countenance, and His gentle, kindly 

manner won the love and confidence of children. {DA 511} 
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