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1. The Restoration of All Things (3Q 2016—Church in the Community) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 1:26, 27; Deut. 6:5; Gen. 3:8–19; James 4:4; Gal. 4:19; Mark 

2:1–12; John 10:10. 

 

Quotes 

• The New Testament writers also placed their theological analyses of specific 

passages within the larger context of the multiplex “grand central theme” or meta-

narrative of Scripture as set forth in the opening and closing pages of the Bible 

(Genesis 1–3; Revelation 20–22): creation and the original divine design for this 

world; the rise of the cosmic moral conflict (Great Controversy) over the 

character of God, in the setting of the sanctuary; the plan of redemption-

restoration centering in Christ and His atoning work; and the eschatological 

judgment and end of sin at the climax of history. Richard M. Davidson 

• Throughout history no one has suffered more than God. He has suffered because 

his own children fell away from him. Ever since the Fall, God has been working 

tirelessly for the restoration of mankind. People do not know this brokenhearted 

aspect of God. Sun Myung Moon 
• Our fall was, has always been, and always will be, that we aren’t satisfied in God 

and what He gives. We hunger for something more, something other. Ann 

Voskamp 

• Marx was wrong; jealousy and pride, emotional forces, are just as responsible as 

hunger and necessity for our actions; they explain the whole of History, and the 

initial fall of man. Eugene Ionesco 

 

Questions 
 Why is it so clear to us that we need change and restoration? How do we see this 

sad and painful world in which we live? As a church how can we best share “the 

restoration of all things”? As we try to relate to the community, what is the gospel that we 

want to explain? How do we see the Great Controversy concluding? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 1:26, 27 clearly describes how we are made in God’s image. Sadly that 

image is marred through the Fall (Gen. 3:8–19). Take time to read the account again, 

since sometimes we think there are things there that are not (like the apple, or more 

significantly what the real issue really was). We are called upon to “Love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Deut. 6:5 NIV. 

We have chosen to be God’s enemies (James 4:4). However we are reborn, and Christ is 

being formed in us (Gal. 4:19). That true forgiveness from sin is really spiritual healing is 

made clear in Mark 2:1–12. Jesus tells us, “The thief comes only to steal, kill, and 

destroy. I’ve come to bring you life, life full to overflowing.” John 10:10 FBV. 

 

Comment   
 The Fall makes it clear that the breakdown in trust causes a broken relationship 

with God which is what sin really is. Our first parents chose to believe the serpent instead 

of God, and then ran away and hid from their loving Lord. The only way we can be saved 
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is by coming to God for healing and change, by being made into his image once more as 

he cures the toxic results of our fallen nature and sinful choices. Only as we are truly born 

again spiritually can we be right with God and live together with him forever.  

 True restoration goes to the heart, and is based on a willingness to be re-made, to 

be changed, to be healed. This is what God is really trying to teach us—that there is “a 

way back to God from the dark paths of sin,” that there can be true restoration and we can 

become his children as he originally intended. 

God gave himself to us—that is the meaning of Jesus’ life and death—and the 

sacrifice is not to pay off a pagan-style deity but to be the means by which we can be 

saved, as part of God’s answer to the universe over the issues in the Great Controversy.  

Restoration. Cure. Healing. Re-making God’s image in us. That’s what God most wants, 

not to have us come to Him and say, “Please forgive me” and once we are forgiven go on 

in our own self-centered and evil way. God is far more interested in taking away our 

desire to sin than in just taking away specific sins! 

The emphasis of the gospel is this: to be brought back into harmony, agreement 

and oneness with God by God; not by the provision of legal ‘title deeds’ but through a 

restored relationship—for that is what was broken by the Fall. Such a view is inherently 

non-legal, since friendship is not based on the observation of rules and requirements. 

Love cannot be required, only pleaded for. And God knows us very well—our very 

thoughts (Psalm 139:2)—and so shares with us in the only way that will work! 

The restoration that brings at-one-ment means that God is seeking to prove his 

truth and right, not by appeal to a judicial review but through personal experience with 

those who doubt him. Ultimately all may assent that God has been legally correct (which 

is indeed one aspect of the Great Controversy), but he will not be universally loved. At-

one-ment is not primarily a decision on the facts of God’s actions, but whether the 

individual wishes to respond to the kind of God revealed by such actions. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 From Adam’s day to ours there has been a succession of falls, each greater than 

the last, in every species of crime. God did not create a race of beings so devoid of health, 

beauty, and moral power as now exists in the world. Disease of every kind has been 

fearfully increasing upon the race. This has not been by God’s especial providence, but 

directly contrary to His will. It has come by man’s disregard of the very means which 

God has ordained to shield him from the terrible evils existing.{1BC 1082-3} 

The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is 

a divine remedy for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. Letter 

406, 1906. {6BC 1074} 

 If we wish to do good to souls, our success with these souls will be in proportion to 

their belief in our belief in, and appreciation of, them. Respect shown to the struggling 

human soul is the sure means through Christ Jesus of the restoration of the self-respect the 

man has lost. Our advancing ideas of what he may become are a help we cannot ourselves 

fully appreciate.—FE, 281 (1893).{DG 141.2} 

Jesus knows the circumstances of every soul. You may say, I am sinful, very sinful. 

You may be; but the worse you are, the more you need Jesus. He turns no weeping, contrite 

one away.... He bids every trembling soul take courage. Freely will He pardon all who come 

to Him for forgiveness and restoration... {AG 118} 
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