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9. Christ, the Law and the Gospel (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 7:7–12; Deut. 30:15–20; Matt. 7:24–27; Acts 10:34, 35; John 

15:10; Eph. 2:1, John 1:17. 

 

Quotes 

• The law gives menaces; the gospel gives promises. Thomas Adams 

• The divine law, as seen by the Christian, exhibits liberty, is liberty. Robert 

Johnstone 

• The law discovers the disease. The gospel gives the remedy. Martin Luther 

• The law is what we must do; the gospel is what God will give. Martin Luther 

• The needle of the law must precede the thread of the gospel. Charles Spurgeon 

• The law is a court of justice, but the gospel is a throne of grace. George Swinnock 

• Gospel liberty is a liberty from sin, not to sin. Thomas Hall 

 

Questions 
 Why do we tend to see law and gospel in opposition? What is truly good news? 

How can we best illustrate how law and gospel work together? How did Jesus explain the 

situation to people in his day? What is the problem if we ignore one aspect or 

overemphasize another? Is it a question of balance, or of integration? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Rom. 7:7–12 Paul argues that though the law is not sin, it condemns him. As a 

result, it doesn’t kill, but illuminates his fatal condition. Deut. 30:15-20 appears to be in 

contradiction since it says “For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk 

in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and 

increase.” (Deut. 30:16 NIV). Following God’s commands is surely good, but we still 

die. That’s the issue—not that following the law is bad, but that it cannot heal and save. 

It’s the wise man who builds his house on the rock, and Jesus says this is the person who 

listens and follows his commands (Matt. 7:24–27). Peter comments that God has no 

favorites and that he accepts those who respect him and do as he says (Acts 10:34, 35). 

Jesus says, “If you do what I say, you will remain in my love, just as I do what my Father 

says and remain in his love.” John 15:10 FBV. At one time we were dead in our sins 

(Eph. 2:1). According to John 1:17 FBV: “The law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ.” 

 

Comment   
  Jesus himself saw himself as fulfilling the Law. In the Sermon on the Mountain 

he revealed what lay behind the Law, and that this was truly the good news of God. Our 

problem is that we cannot see past what we see as requirements and do not understand 

that the law is describing the inner heart transformed by the gospel.  

 In families that love one another there are still rules. Not arbitrary requirements 

but the right way of relating to each other. In a perfect world we would not need to spell 

them out, but like God we do need to do this. Why then the law—it’s added because of 

transgressions. In other words, when things go wrong we have to clearly state what the 

situation is. It’s not helpful when we don’t have clarity. Of course this doesn’t negate 
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love, but is in fact an expression of it. We want to understand and be understood. We 

want to relate for the right reasons. We want not only to please, but to seek the best for 

each other.  

 What is the gospel? We can all mouth the words about telling others about Jesus, 

even quote texts like “Eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you sent.” John 17:3 FBV 

But if we don’t mean it, if it doesn’t change us, if our lives don’t show God, we 

haven’t got the Gospel and the truth is not in us. We are tongue-tied with nothing to say. 

All the other versions of the gospel are frauds because they replace the essential truth 

with something different. The gospel is about a person--a God who loves you, and whom 

you love, and who wants to love all his misguided, floundering children. The good news 

is not to be equated to healthy living or a caring community or anything else, however 

laudable. It’s not about the church. It’s not about ourselves. It’s about God. 

 That’s where law and gospel combine. For at the heart the message and the 

mission is from God and about God, and most of all it is God revealing himself in the 

great controversy and saving us in the process. 

 God’s words to us as are a total and complete message, and not try and split up 

law and gospel. It’s true that the law cannot save us. Neither can any amount of gospel 

preaching. It is God who saves us, and we need to accept his salvation as we recognize is 

that all elements of God reflect his winsome character. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 Those who accept His gospel behold Him with open face. They see the relation of 

His mission to the law, and they acknowledge God’s wisdom and glory as revealed by the 

Saviour. The glory of Christ is revealed in the law, which is a transcript of His character, 

and His transforming efficacy is felt upon the soul until men become changed into His 

likeness. They are made partakers of the divine nature, and grow more and more like 

their Saviour, advancing step by step in conformity to the will of God, till they reach 

perfection. The law and the gospel are in perfect harmony. {LHU 147} 

 We hear so many who are deceived by the enemy constantly claiming, “I am 

saved”; but . . . they show such contempt of God’s rule of righteousness that we know 

that they . . . know nothing of saving grace. The heart is not in harmony with the law of 

God, but is at enmity with that law. Thus was the great rebel in heaven. Will the Lord 

take men and women to heaven who have no respect for the law of His universe? {OHC 

141} 

 The most convincing evidence of the power of the gospel to the world is its effect 

on the lives of those who believe it. He who is a true Christian will represent Christ, and 

will cease from all murmuring or complaining of God, or of his fellow-men. Those who 

complain at the providences of God manifest weakness of faith, and show that they lack 

the knowledge of the character of God and of Jesus Christ whom he has sent. Of these 

half-hearted professors the Lord says, “Your words have been stout against me, saith the 

Lord. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to 

serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked 

mournfully before the Lord of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that 

work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.”  {RH, June 5, 

1894} 
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