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8. The Law of God and the Law of Christ (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 19:16–22; John 13:34, 35; Gal. 6:1–5; Acts 17:31; John 5:30, 

15:10. 

 

Quotes 

• God is love, and law is the way he loves us. But it is also true that God is law, and 

love is the way he rules us. G.S. Lee 
• People make excuses for not keeping the law of God, which is proof how deeply 

they believe in the law. C.S. Lewis 
• The fundamental deception of Satan is the lie that obedience can never bring 

happiness. R.C. Sproul 
• The obedience that springs from faith is the obedience of a son, not of a slave. 

Thomas Brooks 
• The surest evidence of our love to Christ is obedience to the laws of Christ… 

Love is the root, obedience is the fruit. Matthew Henry 
• The Jews are under the Mosaic Law, the Gentiles are under the law of conscience, 

and we, the church of God, are under the law of Christ. What is this law of 

Christ?… You are free from the curse of the law, free from the power of darkness, 

free from everything you were a prisoner to! It is this perfect liberty that applies 

now. The law of liberty is the perfect law. Åge M. Åleskjær 
 

Questions 

 In what way is God’s Law a law of liberty? Do we distinguish between the Law 

of God and the Law of Christ? Why does Jesus insist on us keeping his commandments? 

How do we see the imperatives of Christ’s law? Can you really command love? What 

does this tell us about what God really wants? 

 

Bible summary 

  In John 15:10 Jesus makes clear that we remain in his love as we keep his 

commandments. The rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked what else he had to do to 

gain eternal life (Matt. 19:16–22). Jesus said, “I am giving you a new command: Love one 

another. Love one another in the same way I have loved you. If you love one another you will 

prove to everyone that you are my disciples.” John 13:34, 35 FBV. In Gal. 6:1–5 Paul 

explains that we fulfill the law of Christ by bearing one another’s burdens and helping 

others on their spiritual journey. Acts 17:31 references future judgment, and Jesus 

comments that he judges based on God’s will (John 5:30). 

 

Comment 

 Jesus’ commandment to love is an expression of the most elemental Christian 

motivation. Laws are observed as they comply with this Law of Liberty, which is based 

on a relationship with and an understanding of God himself. In its simplest form, it can be 

summed up in “If you love me, keep my commandments.” Love is the motivational factor 

for “law-keeping,” which is not legal observance, but an acceptance and agreement of 

right for right’s sake. The observer of the law does not understand the law as compulsion, 

but as an expression of what he or she acknowledges as the only way to operate. Doing 
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right because it is internally agreed is a far cry from obedience based on obligation, 

compulsion and fear. 

For “Those who keep his commands continue to live in him, and he lives in them.” (1 

John 3:24 FBV). Why? “We’ll receive from him whatever we ask him for, because we follow 

his commands and do what pleases him. This is what he commands: we should trust in the name 

of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us to do.” (1 John 3:22, 23 

FBV).  

Of course love cannot be commanded anyway! This law that cannot be 

commanded; it is a truth that is accepted and endorsed. This command to love brings law 

full circle back to the graciousness of God. For all the laws have this at their heart, every 

act of obedience is a demonstration of this principle of love in action. Consequently, 

“let’s not just say we love with words, but show our love in what we do and how we demonstrate 

the truth.” (1 John 3:18 TFBV). 

Jesus’ accusers tried to trap him into a conflict between laws. The law of the 

occupying Romans required taxes to be paid. To create dissension, Jesus is asked whether 

such laws are to be obeyed. For if no, then to the Romans he is encouraging rebellion. If 

yes, then he is a Roman sympathizer, and not supportive of the Jewish cause. 

Jesus’ response identifies the different laws. What is in the realm of Caesar 

belongs to him, and what is God’s belongs to Him. The implied contrast also indicates 

that if the two systems conflict, then God’s Law takes precedence.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of 

obligation merely—because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of 

obedience. He does not obey. When the requirements of God are accounted a burden 

because they cut across human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian 

life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It springs from the love of 

righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to 

our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right—because right doing is 

pleasing to God.  {COL 97-8} 

 But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan 

rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels 

almost as an awakening to something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as 

servants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is 

to them no drudgery. Love for God makes their service a joy. So in every soul wherein 

Christ, the hope of glory, dwells, His words are re-echoed, “I delight to do Thy will, O 

My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:8. {MB 109} 

God knows that if we were left to follow our own inclinations, to go just where 

our will would lead us, we would fall into Satan’s lines and become possessors of his 

attributes. Therefore the law of God confines us to the will of One who is high and noble 

and elevating. He desires that we shall patiently and wisely take up the duties of 

service…. A sullen submission to the will of the Father will develop the character of a 

rebel. The service is looked upon by such a one in the light of drudgery. It is not rendered 

cheerfully and in the love of God. It is a mere mechanical performance…. Such service 

brings no peace or quietude to the soul.  {TMK 120} 
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