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7. Christ, the End of the Law (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 5:12–21, 6:15–23, 7:13–25, 9:30–10:4, Gal. 3:19–24. 

 

Quotes 

• Christ is the terminator of the law, for we are no longer under its curse. Charles 

Spurgeon  

• In our present dispensation the law has no place whatsoever. When the Lord Jesus 

was crucified the law came to an end. Arend Remmers 

• In reality, the law was wiped out, nailed to the cross, annulled, abolished… the 

law is, in fact, dead. Joel Brueseke  

• God had a starting point and an ending point for the law, and the ending point was 

the death and resurrection of the Messiah and Savior, Jesus Christ. Joseph Tkach 

• That Christ is the termination of the Law is a limited and ultimately positive 

statement with regard to the Law. It means that God has brought an end to the 

futile attempt to attain righteousness with God by doing the works of the Law. 

John Paul Heil 

• Legalism is an abuse of the law; it is a reliance on law-keeping for acceptance 

with God, and the proud observance of laws is no part of the grace of God. Ernest 

F. Kevan 

• Legalism is bound to produce pride of heart. Watchman Nee 

 
Questions 

 In what way is Christ the “End of the Law”? Is God’s Law no longer valid? How 

do we uphold the Law without becoming legalistic? Is the problem in our relationship 

with God one of legal status? How can we best explain to others how we understand 

God’s Law today? Does the Law still operate even if it is unknown? 

 

Bible summary 

 Much of the Biblical material for this week’s lesson comes from Romans and 

needs to be read carefully in context to be correctly understood. Paul explains that sin 

came through Adam, and that “When the law was introduced, sin became even more 

obvious. But while sin became much more obvious, grace became even more obvious! 
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Just as sin ruled us and brought us death, now grace rules by making us right with God, 

bringing us eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 5: 20, 21 FBV. The 

opposite extreme of “antinomianism” (being against the law) is also rejected: “So then, 

should we sin because we’re not under law, but under grace? Of course not!...Now that 

you’ve been freed from sin, you’ve become slaves of doing right.” Romans 6:15, 18 

FBV. The law shows us the sinfulness of sin. “By means of the commandment, it’s 

revealed how evil sin really is. We realize that the law is spiritual; but I’m all-too-human, 

a slave to sin.” Romans 7:13, 14 FBV. As a result Paul declares he is totally miserable, 

but then announces that Jesus rescues us from this “body of death.” He is concerned for 

his fellow Jews, seeing them following a futile way: “My brothers and sisters, my heart’s 

desire—my prayer to God—is for the salvation of the people of Israel! 
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I can testify to 

their passionate dedication to God, but it’s not based on knowing him as he truly is. They 

don’t understand how God makes us right with him, and they try to make themselves 
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right. They refuse to accept God’s way of making people right. For Christ is the 

fulfillment of the law. All those who trust in him are made right.” Romans 10:1-4 FBV. 

In Galatians Paul also makes the position regarding the Law very clear: “What was the 

point of the law, then? It was added to show what wrongdoing really is, until the son 

came to whom the promise had been made. The law was put in place by angels through 

the hand of a mediator. But a mediator isn’t needed when there’s only one person 

involved. And God is one! So does the law work against God’s promises? Of course not! 

For if there was a law that could give life, then we could be made right by keeping it. But 

Scripture tells us that we all are prisoners of sin. The only way we can receive God’s 

promises is by trusting in Jesus Christ. Before we trusted in Jesus we remained in the 

custody of the law until this way of trusting was revealed. The law was our guardian until 

Christ came, so that we could be made right by trusting him.” Gal. 3:10-24 FBV. 

 

Comment  

 Christ is not the abolisher of the law; he is the fulfillment of the law. In his 

detailed argument in Romans, Paul makes it clear that the law is good, but it cannot save. 

The law is an expression of God’s character, and shows us what is good and true and 

right. But it is only God who can save! 

 “What was the point of the law, then?” Paul asks. “It was added to show what 

wrongdoing really is, until the son came to whom the promise had been made” (Gal. 3:19 

FBV). 

In other words, it’s only because of sin and evil that God sets out the law in the 

way he does. It is an answer, a help, to the problem of evil. It helps define the truth and 

right, but the law of itself does not make us good. 

If we follow the Pharisees and their law-keeping system, we only see sin as rule-

breaking. It is far more than that—it is the destruction of a relationship with God and a 

rejection of the fundamental principles of truth and right. As we come back into that right 

relationship with God, then sin is not preoccupation with rules but seeing sin as  

abhorrent, understanding that we would not even think of doing wrong.  

For sin is not simply disobedience to a set of instructions, but rather that God was 

disbelieved, distrusted, and disowned. Consequently only as absolute trust in our 

trustworthy God is restored can the harmony of God’s Universe be re-established. For it’s 

the goodness of God that leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4)—not fear of punishment 

for the breaking of laws. If we still fear, then we do not truly love:  

“There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear. So then, love has not 

been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with punishment.” (1 

John 4:18 TEV). 

The right relationship is dependent on knowing God as he truly is, and in agreeing 

with God that his way is completely right—that is why we call God good! Only as we 

each enter into that loving relationship to a truly good God, who wants to heal and save; 

only then can the damage of sin be repaired and the charges of the Devil refuted. 

We are wrong, or “unclean,” or unrighteous, not because of our outward 

appearance and observance of the law, but because of our rebellious internal condition. 

Sin is selfishness, it is lawlessness (1 John 3:4), it is loving ourselves more than loving 

God and His principles of truth and right.  
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We, like the Pharisees, can become fixated on making sure we don’t break the rules as 

the way of being good. But this attitude really gets in the way of what God wants to do. 

Striving for technical obedience while wanting to go your own way makes it hard for 

God to intervene and help. For the self-righteous see no need of any help. For, as Jesus 

said so pointedly to those who saw themselves as being righteous, he came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners, to repentance. The tragedy is that all of us are sinners, yet some do 

not recognize that fact. 

God is not concerned with sin as an “offense” to himself but rather because he 

knows what sin will do—kill us. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, and 

wants to save all his children. Of course, if we choose to go our own way in rejection of 

God, then our freedom-loving God will allow us our choice. But not before giving us 

plenty of warnings, and telling us where our choice will lead. When the end comes for his 

unrepentant rebellious children, they will die, and God will weep over each one that he 

loses. 

God wants more than anything to remove our sinfulness. “Jesus came to take away 

sins, and that there is no sin in him” (1 John 3:5 FBV). As he dies, Jesus, who was made to 

be sin who knew no sin (see 2 Corinthians 5:21), is our healing, life-giving Saviour. 

Through the transforming power of God we are made new. So why should we want to go 

back to the life of sin and death? We are created anew. So why should we ever want to go 

back to a life of sin?  

The attitude of lawlessness that is the true character of the anti-christ, has no place 

in the life of the true child of God. Lawlessness is not simply the rejection of the rules of 

law, but the God of law who shares with us what is for our very best. God is not some 

kill-joy who wants to keep us from anything good, as the Devil insinuated in the garden 

(see Genesis 3:5). Rather the law is given to us to help us understand what is truly good 

for us—it is God’s best counsel for us. Jesus comes to answer the Devil’s defamation of 

God, to counteract the misrepresentation of what really is good, and to expose the whole 

demonic scheme that turns lies into truth and truth into lies. “That’s the reason why the Son 

of God came—to destroy what the devil has done.” (1 John 3:8 FBV).  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Gentiles had no light upon the law of God, and had not followed after 

righteousness, but those who believed in Christ attained unto righteousness through faith 

in him. They accepted God’s law as the rule of character. The unbelieving Jews had not 

attained to the righteous requirements of the law, because they refused the only virtue 

that could avail to make them righteous and acceptable before God. “For they being 

ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness 

[which is of the law], have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.” Christ is the 

end, or purpose, of the law. The law condemns the sinner, and thus drives him to Christ 

for righteousness. {ST, August 5, 1889} 

 Christ came in the form of humanity to live the law of God. He was the word of 

life…  The incarnation of Christ, His divinity, His atonement, His wonderful life in 

heaven as our advocate, the office of the Holy Spirit,--all these living, vital themes of 

Christianity are revealed from Genesis to Revelation. {FE 385} 
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