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6. Christ’s Death and the Law (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 7:1–6; 8:5–8; Rom. 7:7–13; Rom. 4:15; Acts 13:38, 39; Gal. 

3:10. 

 

Quotes 

• Christianity is haunted by the theory of a God with a craving for bloody 

sacrifices. J.B.S. Haldane 

• It is morally abhorrent to claim that God the Father demanded the self-sacrifice of 

his only Son to balance the scales of justice... A god who punished through pain, 

despair and violent death is not a god of love, but a sadist and despot. Julie M. 

Hopkins 

• By focusing simply on God’s wrath and appeasement through the cross we paint a 

distorted picture of Gods character. We portray him as someone bent on 

retribution rather than someone who loves us deeply but who is upset by our 

actions...  In the end, if you believe in penal substitution, the cross is not primarily 

about God’s love, but about God’s anger. Steve Chalke 

• The cross is nothing less than monumental injustice: Jesus is punished 

undeservingly by a God who is simply unfair. Victor Shepherd. 

• God in his character of Judge is hostile to us, expiation must necessarily 

intervene… God could not be propitiated without the expiation of sin… But we 

affirm that He [Christ] sustained the weight of the Divine severity, since, being 

smitten and afflicted by the hand of God, He experienced from God all the tokens 

of wrath and vengeance…. It was requisite that He should feel the severity of 

Divine vengeance in order to appease the wrath of God, and satisfy His justice… 

John Calvin 

• By a sort of legal fiction, Jesus was treated as what he was not, in order that we 

might be treated as what we are not. This is the best device, according to the 

prevailing theology, that the God of truth, the God of mercy, whose glory is that 

he is just to men by forgiving their sins, could fall upon for saving his creatures! 

George MacDonald 

 

Questions 

 How does the death of Jesus “solve” the sin issue? How can responsibility for 

law-breaking be transferred? Does believing in Jesus do away with Law? Did Jesus pay 

the penalty demanded by the Law? How is the Law fair and right if the innocent suffers 

for the guilty? If obedience to the Law cannot make us right, what is it for? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Romans 7 Paul explains that the law only applies to those who are alive, and 

that we have become dead to the law and now are set free. What does Paul exactly mean 

by this? He goes on to make it clear that the law is not sin. He also explains, “Those who 

follow their sinful nature are preoccupied with sinful things, but those who follow the 

Spirit concentrate on spiritual things. The sinful human mind results in death, but having 

the mind led by the Spirit results in life and peace. The sinful human mind is hostile to 

God because it refuses to obey the law of God—in fact it never can, and those who 
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follow their sinful nature can never please God.” Romans 8:5-8 FBV. In his speech at 

Pisidian Antioch Paul makes it clear that “Through him [Jesus] everyone who trusts in 

him is made right from all that is wrong—in a way that you could never be set right by 

the law of Moses.” Acts 13:39 FBV. Those who rely on keeping the law live under a 

curse, Paul tells the Galatians (Gal. 3:10). 

 

Comment  
Jesus makes a number of references (Matt. 16:21, 17:23, 20:19; Luke 9:22, 13:32, 

18:33) to his coming death by crucifixion in order to prepare his followers for what is to 

happen. It is surely true that he lived his life “in the shadow of Calvary.” That is not to 

say he was morbid, or had some kind of “death wish,” but he recognized where things 

would lead. As part of the ongoing controversy, his self-chosen vulnerability would 

expose him to the worst that the Devil could throw at him. In such a context his death 

was inevitable. 

However that is a different perspective to one which believes his death was 

mandatory for our salvation. If Christ could have, through his mission to reveal the 

character of the Father, won all back to love and trust, would he still have “had to die”?  

All this depends on the perspective of what Jesus’ death accomplished. For some 

it changed the heart of the Father from wrath to love so that it enabled the Father to be 

able to forgive us. But scripture makes clear it was not in order to engender love in the 

Father that Jesus came, but because of the love the Father already had for us. 

Jesus’ statements regarding his approaching death must not be seen as fatalistic, 

mechanistic, or the demand of God for blood-sacrifice. It was not God who demanded 

such a death; rather it was caused by Satan and human agents working in concert for his 

destruction, as the Bible makes abundantly clear. 

When Jesus in Matthew (20:18,19) clearly describes what is going to happen—

even down to his resurrection on the third day—is this part of some pre-determined plan 

that God has arranged, or is it a description of God’s foreknowledge? Again, the answer 

depends on your view of God, what he is trying to accomplish, and what he needs in 

order to save.   

Jesus knew his end, and yet still worked for all those around, even those who 

were crucifying him. What does this say about the nature and character of God? How did 

the on-looking universe learn more about God from the life and death of Jesus? 

For the Cross is the deepest, strongest and best answer from God to everyone. 

How much he does love, how far he is willing to go, how badly he wants each and every 

one of his created, thinking beings. A personal God made personally known: “No one has 

ever seen God. The only Son, who is the same as God and is at the Father’s side, he has 

made him known.” (John 1:18 TEV). 

It is frequently asserted that the main problem is our legal standing before God. 

From such a perspective the Cross is seen as the mechanism to deal with our guilt and 

consequent sentence, borrowing concepts from the courtroom. But in reality the problem 

of fallen humanity is not so much a question of being in legal difficulties with God, but 

that as a result of the rebellion of sin our attitude toward God is one of suspicion and 

distrust. Consequently this attitude has to be removed, which can only be done by 

reconciliation of man to God, which is the true meaning of atonement—at-one-ment. 

Note particularly that this reconciliation is not of God to man, as some have maintained. 
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Rather, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.” (2 Cor. 5:19). No: our God 

is not one who is concerned about balancing books or taking offence, but a loving 

heavenly Father who desperately wants to heal us of our fatal disease, asking “why will 

you die?” when he can cure our sinful rebellion and remake us into his image once more. 

 

Comment 2 
This notion of substitutionary atonement leaves us with the irony that God’s chief 

concern seems to be to keep the books balanced. Over against one side of the ledger that 

records our sin must be another side that says the penalties have been paid. The books 

must be balanced. This theory, again, gives us a picture of God that looks more like a 

judgmental tyrant. It winds up making God responsible for Jesus’ death. God is a God 

who must get even... Atonement is not something that God has done for us in the sense 

that God has made Jesus take our place so that the books would be balanced. Atonement 

is something God does within us... I believe that we can understand the cross only if we 

are willing to see that Jesus did not die to appease an angry God. Jesus did not die to 

satisfy some abstract penalty for sin. R. Kirby Godsey, When We Talk about God, Let’s 

Be Honest. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

He [Jesus] made an infinite sacrifice that we might have eternal life. The Father 

made a sacrifice the greatness of which no man can comprehend. The angels of heaven 

were amazed when the Father consented to give his only Son for a fallen race. When we 

can approach to an appreciation of the sacrifice made by the Father and the Son, we shall 

have a better appreciation of the value of souls… Shall we in the sight of the universe be 

found ungrateful, with no response to the love that Christ has manifested for us? Christ 

has stooped that he might lift fallen man. He has purposed to elevate, and ennoble, and 

refine us, that we may reflect heaven’s love in the world.  {RH, May 28, 1889} 

It is the work of Satan to present the Lord as lacking in compassion and pity. He 

misstates the truth in regard to him. He fills the imagination with false theories 

concerning God; and instead of dwelling upon the truth in regard to the character of our 

Heavenly Father, we fasten our minds upon the misrepresentations of Satan, and dishonor 

God by mistrusting him and by murmuring against him. When we act like culprits under 

sentence of death, we bear false witness against God. The Father gave his only begotten 

and well-beloved Son to die for us, and in so doing he placed great honor upon humanity; 

for in Christ the link that was broken through sin was reunited, and man again connected 

with Heaven. You who doubt the mercy of God, look at the Lamb of God, look at the 

man of sorrows, who bore your grief and suffered for your sin. He is your friend. He died 

on the cross because he loved you. {RH, January 14, 1890} 

The atonement of Christ was not made in order to induce God to love those whom 

he otherwise hated; it was not made to produce a love that was not in existence; but it was 

made as a manifestation of the love that was already in God’s heart, an exponent of the 

divine favor in the sight of heavenly intelligences, in the sight of worlds unfallen, and in 

the sight of a fallen race… We are not to entertain the idea that God loves us because 

Christ has died for us, but that he so loved us that he gave his only-begotten Son to die 

for us. {ST, May 30, 1895}  
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