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2. Christ and the Law of Moses (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 2:21–24; Exod. 13:2, 12; Luke 2:41–52; Matt. 17:24–27; John 

8:1–11; Deut. 22:23, 24; John 5:46. 

 

Quotes 

• Jesus was referring to the “letter of the Mosaic law” of the OT then went on to 

illustrate that He embodied the fulfillment of that “law” and that now we may 

walk in the “Law of the Spirit” thereby realizing the “liberty.” He came to 

“engift” us with. We therefore are no longer subject to judgment but rather Grace 

as we “abide” in Him. R. Alan Woods 

• Man has made 32 million laws since the Commandments were handed down to 

Moses on Mount Sinai... but he has never improved on God’s law. Cecil B. 

DeMille 

• Breakfast over, Aunt Polly had family worship: it began with a prayer built from 

the ground up of solid courses of Scriptural quotations, welded together with a 

thin mortar of originality; and from the summit of this she delivered a grim 

chapter of the Mosaic Law, as from Sinai. Mark Twain 

• While we are still sinful and repentant people, undergoing a progressive process 

of sanctification, the intent of our hearts is always to keep Christ’s Commands, 

and Christ’s Commands adhere to, and further go beyond, the principle intent of 

the Mosaic Law and the 10 Commandments given to the Israelites. Chad W. 

Hussey 

Questions 

 Is the Law of Moses still valid for Christians? Is it true that this law was “nailed 

to the Cross” as some Christians affirm? What about all the ceremonies—what is their 

validity today? What did Jesus mean when he said the people of his day didn’t really 

follow the Law of Moses? What implications does this have for us? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus’ earthly parents followed the Law of Moses when they presented him in the 

Temple (Luke 2:21-24, Exod. 13:2, 12). Similarly they followed this same Law when 

they went to Jerusalem every year (Luke 2:41-52), which gave Jesus opportunity to 

questions the teachers in the Temple when he was twelve. To avoid giving offence Jesus 

arranged for Peter to pay the Temple tax on behalf of Peter and himself (Matt. 17:24-27). 

The Law of Moses was used against the woman taken in adultery when she was brought 

before Jesus (John 8:1-11, Deut. 22:23, 24). Jesus references the Law of Moses when he 

says, “But don’t think I will be making accusations about you to the Father. It’s Moses 

who is accusing you, the one in whom you place such confidence. For if you really 

trusted Moses you would trust in me, because he wrote about me. But since you don’t 

trust what he said, why would you trust what I say?” (John 5:45-47 FBV). How do we 

understand this today, and what is the relevance of the Law of Moses in our situation? Is 

it still relevant, and how do we relate to all its different aspects? 
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Comment  
 The Law of Moses really means everything that God told Moses to communicate 

with the people of Israel about how they were to live and how they were to worship God. 

So in reality this is not from Moses, it only came through him. 

 So this includes all the instructions regarding offerings and sacrifices, the 

tabernacle and its services, the instructions regarding inheritances and civil laws, as well 

as the Ten Commandments. It is hard to separate out all the various aspects. We may 

refer to the ceremonial law and the moral law but they were very much seen as one. 

 Consequently our attitude to the Law of Moses is varied. Some dismiss it 

altogether. However in terms of ethics and morality, surely those fundamental principles 

still stand. When it comes to all the details about sin offerings and such aspects of 

worship in the tabernacle, the specifics are no longer applicable since the tabernacle and 

the Temple are no more. The rending of the Temple veil showed that this system had 

come to an end. But what about other aspects such as health laws? Some of the basic 

principles regarding the prevention of infection and preferable foods can still be seen as 

relevant. While certain meats may not be ceremonially “unclean” any more, would you 

really want to be eating “the griffon vulture, the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 
 
the 

kite, falcons of all kinds, 
 
ravens of all kinds, the eagle owl, the short-eared owl, the 

seagull, hawks of all kinds, 
 
the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, the barn owl, the 

desert owl, the Egyptian vulture, the stork, herons of all kinds, the hoopoe, and the bat… 

the mole rat, the rat, large lizards of all kinds,
 
the gecko, the monitor lizard, the common 

lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon…” (Lev. 11:13-19, 29, 30 NLT). Sounds like 

an easy way to get sick! 

 More significantly, observance of the Law of Moses in all its details was seen by 

the teachers of the law in Jesus’ time as the way of salvation. As long as you were 

following all these rules, God’s laws, then you were OK. Jesus came to show that this 

was not true. The rich young ruler had kept all the rules, but Jesus showed where he was 

lacking—not in rule-keeping, but his dependence on wealth. Even the Scriptures couldn’t 

save, said Jesus. “You search the Scriptures because you think that through them you’ll 

gain eternal life. But the evidence they give is in support of me!” John 5:39 FBV. 

 In the end, the Law shows us what is right and good. But it is God who changes 

us, heals us, and saves us. It’s not about jumping hurdles or going through hoops. It’s 

about knowing God, and trusting in Jesus whom he sent. As we look into the mirror of 

the Law, and see our defects, we come to the only One who can remake us into his image 

and fit us for all eternity. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

If man had kept the law of God, as given to Adam after his fall, preserved by 

Noah, and observed by Abraham, there would have been no necessity for the ordinance 

of circumcision. And if the descendants of Abraham had kept the covenant, of which 

circumcision was a sign, they would never have been seduced into idolatry, nor would it 

have been necessary for them to suffer a life of bondage in Egypt; they would have kept 

God’s law in mind, and there would have been no necessity for it to be proclaimed from 

Sinai or engraved upon the tables of stone. And had the people practiced the principles of 

the Ten Commandments, there would have been no need of the additional directions 

given to Moses. {PP 364} 
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