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13. Christ’s Kingdom and the Law (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 4:8, 9; Dan. 2:44; 1 Pet. 2:11; 1 Cor. 6:9–11; Rev. 22:14, 15; 1 

Cor. 15:26, Jer. 31:33. 

 

Quotes 

• To obey God is perfect liberty. Seneca 

• Though no man merits assurance by his obedience, yet God usually crowns 

obedience with assurance. Thomas Brooks 

• Salus Populi Suprema Est Lex. (The welfare of the people is the ultimate law) 

Cicero 

• Laws are partly formed for the sake of good men, in order to instruct them how 

they may live on friendly terms with one another, and partly for the sake of those 

who refuse to be instructed, whose spirit cannot be subdued, or softened, or 

hindered from plunging into evil. Plato 

• I submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust, 

and who willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to arouse the 

conscience of the community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest 

respect for the law. Martin Luther King Jr. 

• Christianity seems at first to be all about morality, all about duties and rules and 

guilt and virtue, yet it leads you on, out of all that, into something beyond. One 

has a glimpse of a country where they do not talk of those things, except perhaps 

as a joke. Every one there is filled full with what we should call goodness as a 

mirror is filled with light. But they do not call it goodness. They do not call it 

anything. They are not thinking of it. They are too busy looking at the source 

from which it comes. C S Lewis 

 

Questions 

 What is the fundamental aspect of law in God’s kingdom? How do we get to the 

stage where we do good “automatically”? Why was it impossible for the Devil to give 

Jesus the kingdoms of this world if he worshipped him? How is God’s law placed in our 

minds and written in our hearts? How do we follow law throughout eternity? 

 

Bible summary 

Matt. 4:8, 9 details the Devil’s temptation of Jesus in which he offers all the 

kingdoms of the world if Jesus will bow down and worship him. Dan. 2:44 speaks of 

God’s eternal kingdom being established. Currently we are foreigners and exiles (1 Pet. 

2:11). 1 Cor. 6:9–11 identifies those who will not be in God’s kingdom. Rev. 22:14, 15 

talks about those who are inside and outside New Jerusalem. The last enemy destroyed is 

death (1 Cor. 15:26). “‘This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after 

that time,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 

hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.’” Jer. 31:33 NIV. 

 

Comment 

 Jesus often told his hearers, “the kingdom of God is like…” He wished to 

illustrate the principles of his government in the kingdom of grace he presented to them, 
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which is to be followed by his kingdom of glory when he returns. So often his kingdom 

had to be presented in contrast to the kingdom the religious leaders had set up, which was 

based on erroneous ideas about God. They thought they were special, repositories of 

God’s system of salvation. But theirs was no system of salvation at all, rather a means of 

enslavement that led to mechanical worship and personal guilt. That’s why Jesus reserved 

his strongest condemnation for such “true followers of God,” calling them hypocrites and 

white-washed sepulchers. For there is nothing life-giving in such a crippling system of 

punishment and penance. 

To save their system they were willing to sacrifice one man for the sake of the 

people, to forfeit the principles of truth and right and love, and to engineer the cruel death 

of an innocent man. 

Their merciless plotting illustrates just how far we will go to defend our own 

systems of salvation, our own kingdoms. In the process, we kill grace, and crucify afresh 

the Son of God and put him to an open shame (see Hebrews 6:6). 

Strange how often we forget, and how we take out our sharpened knives of 

criticism and condemnation, especially to deal with those in theological opposition. How 

often come the stories of individuals cut down by other members, of fellow workers 

mistreated, of characters assassinated, all in the name of some ‘system’ that demands 

such tributes, such pagan sacrifices. 

Even our own theological systems are marred by the ‘judicial’ concepts that led to 

the rejection of Jesus. That God demands appeasement. That the relationship is based on 

legal contract. That rule-keeping is more important than understanding. 

The terrible danger is not that we may have an imperfect and incomplete 

awareness of truth, and especially of salvation, but that we seek to make our faulty and 

even totally wrong concepts the definition of truth. False ideas of God, his character and 

nature, and the way in which he saves, led the religious systematizers to kill Jesus. The 

risk for us is that we do the same. Doing evil in the name of good is the ultimate 

blasphemy. 

To reduce God’s wonderful offer of free and full salvation to a set of mechanical 

concepts, to make a loving relationship into a legal contract, to turn truth into error—all 

of this is as easy as setting up a system based on human concepts of appeasement, 

satisfaction, penalties, payments, retribution, justification, punishment, and reparation.  

Those who reject the “legal satisfaction” system are easily denounced as heretics, 

and as easily disposed of, since “right” is on the side of such a system—and as “justified” 

as Shylock wanting to collect on his pound of flesh. 

The preoccupation with legality and systematized “justice” led to Jesus’ death on 

the cross, since it was “better” that one man should die than the whole system be 

compromised. The demonic hatred of the scribes and Pharisees that led to their 

conspiracy to kill Jesus came from their commitment to a false idea of God and his 

saving methods. Could it be that we share some of these feelings and purposes that come 

from our own false ideas about God and salvation? 

God’s grace is supposed to bring happiness and acceptance, not hostility and 

anger and plotting. If our theological system leads us to fight fellow believers, to use 

intrigue and deceit to damage others with whom we disagree, to think that the end 

justifies the means, then we need to think again. 
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 Killing grace. For when the challenge comes to your religious prejudices, the 

usual response is to strike back. For you feel you have invested so much in the system, 

you dare not even consider the possibility it could be wrong. Instead you would rather 

destroy the challenger. 

 But in Christ’s kingdom, all such thoughts need to be destroyed. There is to be no 

malevolence, no vindictive retribution, no sharpening of the swords. His kingdom is ruled 

by the law of love that does not allow hatred and misrepresentation, violence and cruelty. 

Even those thoughts and actions we think little about—gossiping and bending the truth, 

criticizing and judging—they have no part in the kingdom where the other is more 

important than the self.  

 For these are the principles of the kingdom—that right is right for its own sake, 

good is inherently right, and love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan 

rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels 

almost as an awakening to something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as 

servants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is 

to them no drudgery. {MB 109} 

 No thread of legality is of any value in the salvation of the soul; for we are saved 

by grace, through the subduing love of Christ, and the heart is made a willing sacrifice. 

By keeping the love of God in the heart, the love of the world is kept out, and we become 

built up in the most holy faith. Christ is the author and finisher of our faith; and when we 

yield to his hand, we shall steadily grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour. We shall make progress until we reach the full stature of men and women in 

Christ.  {YI, February 17, 1898} 

 All this is but a fulfillment of the principle of the law,--the principle that is 

illustrated in the story of the good Samaritan, and made manifest in the life of Jesus. His 

character reveals the true significance of the law, and shows what is meant by loving our 

neighbor as ourselves. And when the children of God manifest mercy, kindness, and love 

toward all men, they also are witnessing to the character of the statutes of heaven. They 

are bearing testimony to the fact that “the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 

Ps. 19:7. And whoever fails to manifest this love is breaking the law which he professes 

to revere. For the spirit we manifest toward our brethren declares what is our spirit 

toward God. The love of God in the heart is the only spring of love toward our neighbor. 

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 

brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” Beloved, “if 

we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us.” 1 John 4:20, 

12. {DA 505} 

 While the claims of the law of God are to be presented to the world, we should 

never forget that love, the love of Christ, is the only power that can soften the heart and 

lead to obedience.  {Ev 57} 

Here are the two great principles--love to God and love to our neighbor. Upon 

these two principles hang all the law and the prophets.{18MR 2.1} 

 Love is the law of Christ’s kingdom. {ML 52} 
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