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11. The Apostles and the Law (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 3:31, 6:15, Acts 10:9–14, John 15:1–11, James 2:1–26, Heb. 

3:7–19, Jude 5–7, Rom. 7:12. 

 

Quotes 

• I have never heard anything about the resolutions of the apostles, but a good deal 

about their acts. Og Mandino 

• The apostles were moved, not so much by an intellectual apprehension, as by a 

spiritual illumination. They met men, and the need of those men whom they met 

cried aloud to them. Roland Allen 

• The apostle Paul never seemed to exhaust the topic of grace - what makes us think 

we can? He just kept coming at it and coming at it from another angle. That’s the 

thing about grace. It’s like springtime. You can’t put it in a single sentence 

definition, and you can’t exhaust it. Max Lucado  

• The grace of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never have 

been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you. 

Frederick Buechner  

• I think the real freedom is not to choose between good and evil but to do the good. 

Jurgen Moltmann 

• The Law makes you self-conscious. Grace makes you Christ conscious. Rob 

Rufus 

 

Questions 

 How did the apostles first view the law, and how did this change after their 

experience with Jesus? In their preaching how did the apostles reveal their attitude to the 

law? How did Paul express grace in the context of living right? How was the Christian 

message the apostles shared, lived out in practice? 

 

Bible summary 

 “Does that mean that by trusting in God we do away with the law? Of course not! In fact 

we affirm the importance of the law.” Rom. 3:31 FBV. “So then, should we sin because we’re 

not under law, but under grace? Of course not!” Rom. 6:15 FBV. How did Peter react to the 

vision of the sheet full of unclean animals in Acts 10:9–14? What does this tell us about 

law? Jesus gave the illustration of the vine and the branches (John 15:1–11) to explain the 

connection between himself and his followers. In James 2:1–26 we see faith expressing 

itself in works. What does this say to us? Heb. 3:7–19 warns against rebellion and reveals 

the sad end of rejecting God. Similarly Jude 5–7. Paul concludes that “the law is holy, and 

the commandment is holy, right, and good.” Rom. 7:12FBV. 

 

Comment  

 While the apostles’ primary message was about Jesus and his salvation, they still 

emphasized the importance of living right. This is not legality, but living morally and 

ethically under God’s grace. 

 We’re told, “Fix your hope exclusively on the grace you’ll be given when Jesus is 

revealed.” 1 Peter 1:13 FBV Grace! It is through the graciousness of God that we even 



2 

 

live, that we receive his salvation and that there is an eternal life to look forward to. 

When Jesus is revealed at his second coming, then grace is made complete in the 

transformation from mortal to immortal, from perishable to imperishable (see 1 

Corinthians 15).  

In case we are looking to our own works, or making ourselves righteous, then we 

are reminded that it is all down to the grace that God gives. Our hope is just as much 

grace as any other element in God’s plan of salvation. 

These are pleasant words. But what do they mean? It’s back to the gospel, and the 

fact that every part of our lives are to express the grace of God. That means unlearning 

our self-righteousness, denying anger, restraining our sinful appetites, filling our days 

with prayer and praise to the God of grace. 

 The apostles were willing to give their lives for the gospel of grace. They had to 

meet the challenges of the legalistic believers who still clung to law as the way of to 

indicate that some of the legal obligations were no longer necessary. For example 

circumcision was never annulled specifically, and the “legal” party within Christianity 

continued to assert the continuation of such requirements as shown by the conflicts in the 

New Testament.  

 Ultimately the new order came to be accepted as people saw that God was 

working for Gentiles as well as Jews, and that Jesus had fulfilled the law in revealing 

God to us and sharing the good news Jesus still emphasized the importance of right 

living, but for all the best reasons. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The apostles, however, were not turned aside from their mission, for many were 

accepting the gospel of Christ. In the face of opposition, envy, and prejudice they went on 

with their work, “speaking boldly in the Lord,” and God “gave testimony unto the word 

of His grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.” These evidences 

of divine approval had a powerful influence on those whose minds were open to 

conviction, and converts to the gospel multiplied. {AA 177} 

Through trial and persecution the glory--the character--of God is revealed in His 

chosen ones. The believers in Christ, hated and persecuted by the world, are educated and 

disciplined in the school of Christ. {AA 576} 

We should keep our minds upon the love, the mercy, and the graciousness of our 

God. . . . It is no sign that Jesus has ceased to love us because we experience doubts and 

discouragements. Affliction comes to us in the providence of God in order that we may 

see that Christ is our helper, that in Him is love and consolation. We may receive grace 

whereby we may be overcomers and inherit the life that measures with the life of God. 

We must have such an experience that when affliction comes upon us we shall not depart 

from the faith. . . .  {TMK 278} 

 The perfection of Christian character depends wholly upon the grace and strength 

found alone in God. Without the power of grace upon the heart, assisting our efforts and 

sanctifying our labors, we shall fail of saving our own souls and of saving the souls of 

others. System and order are highly essential, but none should receive the impression that 

these will do the work without the grace and power of God operating upon the mind and 

heart. Heart and flesh would fail in the round of ceremonies, and in the carrying out of 

our plans, without the power of God to inspire and give courage to perform.  {3T 188} 
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