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1. Laws in Christ’s Day (2Q 2014—Christ and His Law) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 2:1–5, Heb. 10:28, Deut. 17:2–6, Lev. 1:1–9, Luke 14:1–6, 

James 2:8–12, Rom. 2:14. 

 

Quotes 

• Almost any sect, cult, or religion will legislate its creed into law if it acquires the 

political power to do so. Robert A. Heinlein 

• It may be true that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can keep him from 

lynching me, and I think that’s pretty important. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• That old law about ‘an eye for an eye’ leaves everybody blind. The time is always 

right to do the right thing. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• The law is reason, free from passion. Aristotle 

• If you have ten thousand regulations you destroy all respect for the law. Winston 

Churchill 

• Laws and principles are not for the times when there is no temptation: they are for 

such moments as this, when body and soul rise in mutiny against their rigour ... If 

at my convenience I might break them, what would be their worth? Charlotte 

Brontë 

• There’s no way to rule innocent men. The only power any government has is the 

power to crack down on criminals. Well, when there aren’t enough criminals, one 

makes them. One declares so many things to be a crime that it becomes 

impossible for men to live without breaking laws. Ayn Rand 

 

Questions 
 Why is law important? What laws were in operation when Christ came to earth? 

How did Jesus relate to the concepts of law in his day? How was God misrepresented in 

the rules that the religious leaders developed? How does the law reflect God’s character? 

How does law relate to the great controversy issues? How do we apply such lessons?  

 

Bible summary 

In Luke 2:1-5 we see the circumstances of Jesus’ birth, under the Roman 

authorities whose laws had to be obeyed. Heb. 10:28 refers to the Law of Moses that 

required obedience on pain of death. Instructions of how to deal with disobedience to 

God’s requirements is given in Deut. 17:2-6. Details of the sacrificial system are 

explained in Lev. 1:1–9. Jesus illustrates true law-keeping in reference to the Sabbath in 

Luke 14:1-6. Similarly in James 2:8-12 the foundational principles of the law are 

detailed. Paul writes in Romans 2:14 NLT that “Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s 

written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without 

having heard it.”  

 

Comment   
  How do we see “law”? Do we consider law positively or negatively? Our attitude 

will very much depend on which laws we are thinking about, whether they make sense, and 

how they are applied. There were many laws in operation in Christ’s day as the lesson 

makes clear. There were civil laws, both Roman and Jewish, for the ordering of society. In 
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addition there was a host of religious laws, some from God but many developed by the 

“teachers of the law” who had greatly expanded what was and what was not permitted. In 

fact it would not be an overstatement to say that Jesus came into a particularly law-based 

society where just about every aspect of life was regulated by some law or other. 

 How such laws, especially religious ones, impacted people’s beliefs, was a major 

concern of Jesus. In fact he spent much of his time in teaching and healing to demonstrate 

the false ideas of those who relied on law-keeping, particularly as a way of salvation. In so 

many ways Jesus denied the law as many saw it, because the law had been misappropriated 

by those who used it to justify themselves. He clashed with the teachers of the law over their 

imposition of behavioral norms—such as ritual washing, aspects of Sabbath observance, 

gifts for the Temple, tithing of garden herbs and so on. His concern was that by focusing on 

such minutiae they ignored “the weightier matters of the law. 

 Jesus came on behalf of the Father to show us the Father (John 12:44, 49; 14:6). 

Jesus says that God’s commands lead to eternal life (John 12:50). But because God had been 

so badly misrepresented, most people viewed God as hostile and vengeful, someone to be 

feared rather than loved. It was to remove such ideas and the spirit of legality in relating to 

God that Jesus came. He showed that God truly loves us, that the relationship he seeks is not 

one based on law and contract but on love and friendship. This is not to dispense with the 

law of God (as Jesus himself said), but to show that obedience to the law from a sense of 

obligation does not bring us any closer to God. God is looking for a true relationship based 

on truth, goodness, and love—and his law reflects that in all its fullness. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The sayings of men, coming down through the rabbis from age to age, had 

molded their religious worship. Traditions were constantly increasing, which kept the 

mind in a state of questioning and controversy over the most trivial matters. New laws 

were constantly being enacted, and the people were taught to regard them as the 

requirements of God, until a mechanical service became the sum of their religion and 

their worship. Many of these laws were not committed to writing, and exaction after 

exaction was added until a most unreasonable mass of maxims and fables was brought 

together. He who attempted to bring forward scriptures that conflicted with these laws 

and traditions, was condemned as if he had refused to accept a “Thus saith the Lord.” 

This education of the rabbis was well-pleasing to Satan; for through them he was 

preparing the way so that when Christ should come to the world, he would be rejected by 

his own nation.  {RH, August 29, 1899}  

 He [Christ] was loyal to God’s commandments, setting aside the human traditions 

and requirements which had been exalted in their place. Because of this He was hated and 

persecuted. This history is repeated. The laws and traditions of men are exalted above the 

law of God, and those who are true to God’s commandments suffer reproach and 

persecution. Christ, because of His faithfulness to God, was accused as a Sabbath breaker 

and blasphemer. He was declared to be possessed of a devil, and was denounced as 

Beelzebub. {COL 170} 

 When the Scriptures are suppressed, and man comes to regard himself as 

supreme, we need look only for fraud, deception, and debasing iniquity. With the 

elevation of human laws and traditions was manifest the corruption that ever results from 

setting aside the law of God.  {GC 55} 
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