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9. The Second Missionary Journey (3Q 2018—The Book of Acts) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 16, Rom. 3:28, Gal. 2:16, Acts 17, 1 Cor. 1:23, Acts 18:1–10. 

 

Quotes 

• The missionary heart: Care more than some think is wise. Risk more than some 

think is safe. Dream more than some think is practical. Expect more than some 

think is possible. I was called not to comfort or success but to obedience… There 

is no joy outside of knowing Jesus and serving him. Karen Watson 

• God sends no one away empty except those who are full of themselves. D. L. 

Moody 

• The medium is not the message—the message is the message. Penn Jillette 

• Live as if Christ died yesterday, rose this morning and is coming back 

tomorrow. Martin Luther 

• My life is my message. Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Questions 
 Why did Paul adapt his message to his hearers? When Paul spoke at the 

Areopagus, was he successful? What are the dangers of “contextualization”? How can we 

best speak for God? How did Paul describe his mission and message? What are the 

applications to our life experience in the context of the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 
 In Acts 16 we read that Timothy joins Paul and Silas, and then they are called to 

go over to Macedonia. Because of Paul healing the “fortune-telling” girl, Paul and Silas 

are beaten on the orders of the magistrates, and then thrown into jail. The midnight 

earthquake and the response of the apostles lead to the jailor’s conversion. Finding out 

that Paul and Silas are Roman citizens brings the magistrates running to apologize. Paul 

and Silas move on, eventually arriving in Athens (Acts 17). Paul preaches eloquently on 

Mars Hill, but only some are convinced. Paul moves on to Corinth, where he stays 

eighteen months with Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18). The Jews there try to bring charges 

of unlawful worship against Paul before the Roman authorities but they are unsuccessful. 

Then Paul moves on again.  

 Rom. 3:28 and Gal. 2:16 tell us we are made right with God apart from legal 

observance. In 1 Cor. 1:23 Paul says that they preach Christ crucified.  

 

Comment   
After all the experience of hostility from his fellow-Jews, it’s perhaps not 

surprising that it should become clearer to Paul that the gospel was to go to the Gentiles 

as well. This really was a seismic shift in perspective—the more so for a ‘Pharisee of the 

Pharisees’! But in the end he concludes “Consequently you should know that this 

salvation that comes from God has been sent to the foreigners and they will listen.” Acts 

28:28 FBV. 

 In explaining God to those around him, Paul gives us great examples. But it is his 

vision that is of central importance: the risen Christ who met him on the road to 

Damascus and who called this enemy to become his faithful friend. As a consequence 
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Paul writes, “May the God of hope completely fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 

in him, so that you will overflow with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit! 

Romans 15:13 FBV.  So completely changed, Paul’s vision is based on this fundamental 

hope (see 1 Thessalonians 4).  This has the ring of absolute conviction, the motivating 

driving force that propelled Paul all round the then-known world.  

In his second missionary journey, we see Paul interacting with everyone he met. 

He tries different approaches—even a scholarly speech in Athens, though that did not 

seem to be much appreciated. The important aspect to note in all these journeys is the 

desire of the apostles to let others know of the wonderful good news. This was not 

fulfilling of an imposed assignment, it was the thrill of sharing the truth about God with 

as many people as possible.  

 Paul was truly transparent when he spoke about his own life-history. Despite the 

possibilities of misconception, Paul explains in detail his past life, and how God 

intervened to re-direct him in a completely opposite direction. He also used all kinds of 

ways to communicate the gospel. However he found that it was better to keep it simple 

rather than to use a great deal of “academic illustrations.” Not that this was wrong—but it 

was not as direct as he wished. So after experimenting with a number of approaches, he 

settled on the most direct—time was short, and the message needed to be presented as 

efficiently as possible. That’s not to say that there is only one way. Jesus’ methods show 

us that. But he too spoke clearly and simply to all, telling the truth in the best possible 

way. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 With hand outstretched toward the temple crowded with idols, Paul poured out 

the burden of his soul, and exposed the fallacies of the religion of the Athenians. The 

wisest of his hearers were astonished as they listened to his reasoning. He showed 

himself familiar with their works of art, their literature, and their religion…  

 The people were carried away with admiration for Paul's earnest and logical 

presentation of the attributes of the true God--of His creative power and the existence of 

His overruling providence… Pointing to the noble specimens of manhood about him, 

with words borrowed from a poet of their own he pictured the infinite God as a Father, 

whose children they were. “In Him we live, and move, and have our being,” he  

declared; “as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also His offspring. 

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is 

like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.” 

 Thus closed the labors of the apostle at Athens, the center of heathen learning, for 

the Athenians, clinging persistently to their idolatry, turned from the light of the true 

religion. When a people are wholly satisfied with their own attainments, little more need 

be expected of them. Though boasting of learning and refinement, the Athenians were 

constantly becoming more corrupt and more content with the vague mysteries of idolatry.   

 Among those who listened to the words of Paul were some to whose minds the 

truths presented brought conviction, but they would not humble themselves to 

acknowledge God and to accept the plan of salvation. No eloquence of words, no force of 

argument, can convert the sinner. The power of God alone can apply the truth to the 

heart. {AA 237-9} 
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