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7. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (3Q 2018—The Book of Acts) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 13, 2 Cor. 4:7–10, Rom. 10:1–4, Rom. 3:19, Acts 14:1–26, 

Romans 9–11. 

 

Quotes 

• Richard Dawkins regards faith as an evil to be eliminated; he takes all religious 

faith to be blind faith. (Dawkins says) ‘Scientific belief is based on publicly 

checkable evidence, religious faith not only lacks evidence, its independence from 

evidence is its joy, shouted from the rooftops.’ However, taking Dawkins own 

advice we ask: where is the evidence that religious faith is not based on evidence? 

Mainstream Christianity will insist that faith and evidence are inseparable. Indeed, 

faith is a response to evidence, not a rejoicing in the absence of evidence. The 

apostle Paul says what many pioneers of modern science believed, that nature 

itself is part of the evidence for the existence of God ,‘ Since the creation of the 

world, God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 

clearly seen, being understood from what has been made. So that men are without 

an excuse.’ Dawkins’ definition of faith turns out to be the direct opposite of the 

biblical one. Curious that he does not seem to be aware of the discrepancy. John 

C. Lennox 

• “But by the grace of God I am what I am.” 1 Corinthians 15:10. Paul was alluding 

here to his honest response to those who were constantly criticizing, slandering, 

and defaming him and his character. This was the 'thorn' in his side!!! R. Alan 

Woods 

• I've always been inclined to think that the Apostle Paul was similarly afflicted. He 

speaks often of a bodily weakness, and men have been at pains to name it, 

attributing to him everything from lameness to lung sickness. But I think the clue 

lies in his experience on the road to Damascus. Tell me, do you see a great light? 

Norah Lofts 

 

Questions 

 Why did Paul and Barnabas set out on the first missionary journey—wasn’t there 

enough to do “at home”? How does opposition end up in spreading the gospel? What is to 

be our attitude to those who think they are made right with God through the law? What 

other lessons do we learn from these experiences, especially in regard to God’s ways? 

 

Bible summary 

 The most significant point of the record in Acts 13 is that the journey was 

prompted by the Holy Spirit (see v.2). Notice also the “ordination”: the congregation 

simply placed hands on Paul and Barnabas, asking God to bless them on their journey. 

There is little of the formal ordination ceremony we think of today.  

 The proconsul of the island of Cyprus is convinced, because he is “an intelligent 

man.” Notice the appeal to evidence and logic.  

 It’s also clear that Paul and Barnabas saw their primary audience as the Jewish 

diaspora (Jews who had emigrated from Israel). Their main point of contact was 
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attendance at the various synagogues. However, due to the opposition they encountered, 

they went to preach to the foreigners, quoting Isaiah 49:6 (Acts 13:47).  

 In Acts 14 we have a similar situation at Iconium. They go to the synagogue and 

at first there is much interest and success. But then there is significant opposition, leading 

to a plot to stone Paul and Barnabas, so they leave. At Lystra they are welcomed at first 

as gods. So Paul has to counter this, and then he is stoned! They move on to Derbe, and 

have good success there.  

 Romans 9:1-11 reveals Paul’s attitude towards his fellow Israelites—he cares for 

them greatly, but condemns their works righteousness. We are all accountable to God. 

(Rom. 3:19).  

 

Comment  

 Notice how in Acts 13 the identification of the two apostles changes from 

“Barnabas and Paul” to “Paul and Barnabas.” Clearly Paul is being given the more 

prominent role. His gift of presentation and persuasion is surely very effective, and he 

becomes the one who is the main speaker. His knowledge of his fellow Israelites and 

their thinking is used to maximum impact, and he shows how Jesus is the fulfillment of 

all they have been looking for. 

 How Barnabas reacted we’re not told. But as a true believer, he was surely 

delighted at the results, and acceded to the situation. Here is an important lesson for us—

it’s not about personal pride, but effectiveness in sharing the good news. We all have our 

roles to play. 

 Notice, too, the usual “human” response to a message that confronts us. The Jews, 

while welcoming at first, turn to argument and violence as they think their beliefs are 

under attack. Here Paul can speak from very vivid personal experience, sharing his own 

story of being a persecutor to a believer, and the reasons why he changed his mind. 

 Paul is so convinced that he is willing to risk his life to share the good news of 

God. At the heart of his message is the conviction that God is not as he used to think, and 

that this loving, gracious God wants all, including the foreigners, to come to him for 

healing salvation. Having thought it through together with the Holy Spirit after his 

conversion, Paul is ideally qualified to explain the truth as it is in Jesus. He is as “on fire” 

for the truth as he was when he thought he should persecute Christians, but now his drive 

and energy is directed to telling the real truth about God and his saving message. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Not without a struggle does Satan allow the kingdom of God to be built up in the 

earth. The forces of evil are engaged in unceasing warfare against the agencies appointed 

for the spread of the gospel, and these powers of darkness are especially active when the 

truth is proclaimed before men of repute and sterling integrity. Thus it was when Sergius 

Paulus, the deputy of Cyprus, was listening to the gospel message. The deputy had sent 

for the apostles, that he might be instructed in the message they had come to bear, and 

now the forces of evil, working through the sorcerer Elymas, sought with their baleful 

suggestions to turn him from the faith and so thwart the purpose of God. Thus the fallen 

foe ever works to keep in his ranks men of influence who, if converted, might render 

effective service in God's cause… Although sorely beset by Satan, Paul had the courage 

to rebuke the one through whom the enemy was working. {AA 167-8} 
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