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2. Pentecost (3Q 2018—The Book of Acts) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 2:1–4, John 14:16, Acts 2:5–13, Joel 2:28–32, Acts 2:22–39, Ps. 

110:1–3. 

 

Quotes 

• Bethlehem was God with us, Calvary was God for us, and Pentecost is God in us. 

Robert Baer  

• When you strip it of everything else, Pentecost stands for power and life. That's 

what came into the church when the Holy Spirit came down on the day of 

Pentecost. David Wilkerson  

• We do not need to wait for the Holy Spirit to come: he came on the day of 

Pentecost. He has never left the church. John Stott  

• My brethren, do you believe in the Holy Ghost?...Have we such a reliance upon 

the Holy Ghost? Do we believe that, at this moment, He can clothe us with power, 

even as He did the apostles at Pentecost? Do we believe that, under our preaching, 

by His energy a thousand might be born in a day? Charles Spurgeon  

• Pentecost is a celebration of God... a celebration of God's power... a celebration of 

God's desire to empower us and to dwell within us. Mark Hart  

• Without Pentecost the Christ-event—the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus— 

remains imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and reflect 

on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living 

Christs here and now. Henri Nouwen  

 

Questions 

 What was the reason for what happened at Pentecost? How can we look beyond 

the miracle and see God’s true intention? Why was it necessary for God to be so 

demonstrative at this time? How would you have reacted if you had been present at 

Pentecost? How does this experience fit in with God’s answers in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

While the apostles were called to be Jesus’ witnesses, here we see that God has to 

do more—by spreading the good news far faster than would have happened in the normal 

human way. Acts 2:1–4 gives us the amazing miracle that was necessary, while the rest 

of the chapter supplies details about the consequences. Acts 2:7-12 shows that these 

“Galileans” were heard in many different languages—maybe an example not so much of 

a miracle of “tongues” but rather “ears”! Other dismissed it as drunkenness, Acts 2:13. 

Peter’s dramatic speech that showed the connection to what the Lord had previously 

revealed led to conviction. “When the people heard this they were conscience-stricken. 

They asked Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’” Acts 2:37 FBV. 

The answer: Repent and be baptized. Many did so. Also don’t miss the idyllic scene of 

the early church at the end of the chapter. John 14:16 is the promise of the coming of the 

Comforter. Amazingly, he was promised in detail in Joel 2:28-32. Ps. 110:1–3 promises 

victory through the coming Lord. 

 

Comment  
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 The amazing events of Pentecost still thrill us today. Yet we need to look beyond 

the miraculous to see what God is achieving here. Not just the tongues of fire, but the 

intentional spreading of the good news in a way that went far beyond what would have 

been possible otherwise. Had the words of the apostles only been heard in one language, 

they would have had limited impact. But the true miracle is that, “everyone heard their 

own language being spoken.” Acts 2:6 FBV. A total of at least sixteen groups with 

different languages are identified, and there may have been more!  

 While we are inevitably attracted to the physical aspects—the noise like a rushing 

wind filling the room, the appearance of flames of fire resting on the disciples, the 

cacophony of multiple languages—we should look beyond to ask the real question—

why? Was it for some visible demonstration? Partly, perhaps. It certainly impressed the 

people listening, and would have confirmed the faith of the Christians present, including 

the speakers.  

 But the main function is to further God’s plan. There’s always a reason for what 

God does! Imagine all those people returning home having been prompted to look again 

at the life of Jesus, and to think about what this meant—especially in terms of Jesus’ 

statement that “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” 

 That’s what Pentecost is all about. While we may be enthralled by the miraculous, 

it was for a definite and essential purpose—to spread the gospel as widely as possible. 

Here’s a lesson for us all to learn. While we may look for the experience of the 

supernatural, our God is one who works with clear purposes—it’s all for a reason!  

 To be “pentecostal” then is not to be able to speak in tongues, but to recognize 

how we represent God and his good news to those around us. That’s what was happening 

at Pentecost!  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 On the day of Pentecost Christ gave His disciples the Holy Spirit as their 

Comforter. It was ever to abide with His church. During the whole Jewish economy the 

influence of this Spirit has often been revealed in a marked manner, but not in full. The 

Spirit had been waiting for the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ…It came 

with a fullness and power, as if for ages it had been restrained, but was now poured forth 

upon the church, to be communicated to the world. What followed this outpouring? 

Thousands were converted in a day. {CTr 301} 

 During the dispersion the Jews had been scattered to almost every part of the 

inhabited world, and in their exile they had learned to speak various languages. Many of 

these Jews were on this occasion in Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals then in 

progress. Every known tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of 

languages would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God 

therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The Holy Spirit 

did for them that which they could not have accomplished for themselves in a lifetime. 

They could now proclaim the truths of the gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the 

languages of those for whom they were laboring. This miraculous gift was a strong 

evidence to the world that their commission bore the signet of Heaven. From this time 

forth the language of the disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in 

their native tongue or in a foreign language.  {AA 39-40}   
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