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10. The Third Missionary Journey (3Q 2018—The Book of Acts) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 18:24–28; Acts 19; Acts 20:7–12, 15–27; 2 Cor. 4:8–14; Acts 

21:1–15. 

 

Quotes 

• If God calls you to be a missionary, don’t stoop to be a king. Jordan Groom 

• People who do not know the Lord ask why in the world we waste our lives as 

missionaries. They forget that they too are expending their lives ... and when the 

bubble has burst, they will have nothing of eternal significance to show for the 

years they have wasted. Nate Saint 

• People who don’t believe in missions have not read the New Testament. Right 

from the beginning Jesus said the field is the world. The early church took Him at 

His word and went East, West, North and South. J. Howard Edington 

• The nations are not gathered in automatically. If God has promised to bless “all 

the families of the earth,” he has promised to do so “through Abraham’s seed” 

(Genesis 12:3, 22:18). Now we are Abraham’s seed by faith, and the earth’s 

families will be blessed only if we go to them with the gospel. That is God’s plain 

purpose. John R.W. Stott 

• Someone asked, “Will the heathen who have never heard the Gospel be saved?” It 

is more a question with me whether we—who have the Gospel and fail to give it 

to those who have not—can be saved. Charles Spurgeon 

 

Questions 

 What convinced Paul to spend his life as an itinerant evangelist? Why did he think 

this was the way to spread the gospel? What other methods did he use apart from making 

speeches? What do we most admire—the way he went fearlessly into dangerous 

situation, or his wish to present the true picture of God? 

 

Bible summary 

A brief sideline introduces Apollos, who only knew John’s baptism. But once he 

learns the greater truth, he preaches in the synagogue. He moves to Achaia (Greece) and 

“he was able to strongly refute the Jews in public debate, demonstrating from the 

Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.” Acts 18:28 FBV. 

 In Acts 19 Paul moves on to Ephesus, preaching in the synagogue for three 

months, and when that location is denied him, he moves to the lecture hall of Tyrannus 

for two years. He has to deal with many situations, including those with false prophets, 

and a riot! It’s clear that the cosmic conflict is still very much an underlying aspect to the 

spread of the gospel. Paul then decides to leave (Acts 20), and making his way back 

through Macedonia, he eventually arrives in Troas (where the miracle occurs of raising 

the young man who died falling from a window). Paul meets the Ephesian elders in 

Miletus, and after much more traveling, he arrives in Jerusalem (Acts 21). 

 

Comment  
 Instead of focusing on all the names and places involved in Paul’s third 

missionary journey, let’s look instead at the message he was presenting. 
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 Paul’s constant theme was Jesus, and Jesus only. He most of all wanted to 

introduce people to the kind of God he had come to know and love, in complete contrast 

to the vindictive and legalistic God-concept he had once believed in. 

 From someone so completely changed, Paul’s message is based on this 

fundamental hope (1 Thess. 4 etc).  This has the ring of absolute conviction, part of the 

motivating driving force that propelled Paul all round the then-known world. Vision, 

change and hope—these three. 

 On the road to Damascus Saul-who-became-Paul had his vision totally changed. 

He was literally blinded, and had to be led by the hand. As the “scales” fell from his eyes, 

he saw with complete clarity how his previous picture of God had been so very wrong, 

and he came face to face with the Lord he had previously persecuted.  

 Spending time alone in Arabia and Damascus, he had the opportunity to change. 

And for Paul this was a paradigm-shifting change. In so many ways he had to place his 

previous ideas on their heads! Conversion is all to do with a complete change of mind, as 

the Greek word metanoia makes clear. Paul changed from being the champion of 

persecution of Christians to their most ardent defender.  

 Now, instead of dead formalism, he had a living hope! He preached this hope 

wherever he went, and it’s a vibrant theme in all his letters. No “pie in the sky by and by” 

but a life-changing hope that was real in the present. Soon “we will be with the Lord 

forever! So encourage one another with these words.” 1 Thess. 4:17, 18 FBV. 

 We often think of the world in which the early church began as being made up 

primarily of Romans, Greeks, and Jews. But there were many other peoples with different 

backgrounds that the early Christians had to address. For example, the religion of the Celtic 

peoples was not the same as the Greeks or the Romans.  

 Paul as the apostle to the foreigners needed to understand the various peoples he 

wanted to reach, and make sure the message was relevant and understandable. This 

approach reveals the fundamental aspects of witness: the basic beliefs are unchanged, but 

the way in which they are expressed are determined by language and culture so that the 

good news can be embraced by different people with different backgrounds.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

Paul speaks of the riches of the glory of the mystery that is to be made known to 

the Gentiles. There are many mysteries in the word of God that we do not comprehend, 

and many of us are content to stop our investigation when we have just begun to receive a 

little knowledge concerning Christ. When there begins to be a little unfolding of the 

divine purposes to the mind, and we begin to obtain a slight knowledge of the character 

of God, we become satisfied, and think that we have received about all the light that there 

is for us in the word of God. But the truth of God is infinite. With painstaking effort, we 

should work in the mines of truth, discovering the precious jewels that have been hidden. 

It is the laborer's privilege to have a constant supply of fresh truth for the people. He 

should be in such a position that he can bring from the treasure house of God, not the 

same thing over and over, but new beauty and new truth.  {GW92 389.3}  

 Only as we contemplate the great plan of redemption can we have a just 

appreciation of the character of God… Says Paul: "Ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."  {5T 739}   
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